SAINT SAVA PRO-CATHEDRAL

SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
METROPOLITANATE OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

HEAE/bA TPUAECET APYTA MO IYXOBUMA (JTYKA 19:1-10)
»O MOKAJAHOM 3AKXEJY"

U ymaBim y JepuxoH nposaxanie Kpo3 mwera. U rie, 4oBek 3BaHM MIMEHOM 3aKxej, U OH Oelle crapelinHa HapuHuka, u oeme dorar. 1
Tpakalie aa Buau Mcyca ko je oH; U He Moraiue o]l Hapoja, jep Oeme Maiora pacta. 11 oH moTp4aBIIM Hampex IONe Ce Ha JUBJbY
CMOKBY Jla Ta BUJH; jep je mopex me Tpedano na npohe. A xan Vcyc nole Ha oHO MecTo, MOTJIEAABIIN TOpe, BHIE ra M pedue My:
3akxejy, culju O6p30; jep MU aHac Basba OutH y nomy TBome. U culje 6p30; u npumu ra pagyjyhu ce. M cBu KOju BHele HEro10Baxy,
roopehu kako yhe ma rocryje kox rpemHora 4doBeka. A 3akxej craze u pede I'ocrony: I'ocnozme, eBo mona mmama cora jnahy
CHpOMacHMa, M aKo Kora HeYUM OIITEeTHX, BpaTuhy deTBopocTpyko. A Mcyc My pede: maHac Aole craceme OMy OBOME; jep je H OBO
cuH ABpamoB. Jep Cun HYoseunju nohje 1a crace v HOTPakd OHO LITO j€ IPOoTajo.

BparuBnm Bun cienom Baprumejy, Tocmon y Jepuxony
YMHM jowl jenHO uyno. OBora myta OTBapa JyXOBHE OYM LAPUHUKY
3akxejy, 1 omoryhyje My nma mpuxBatu JeBanlesbe, cariiena cebe u
CBOje rpexe, Ja Ce MOKaje, U MPOMEHH CBOj KMBOT M3 KOpCHA.
OTtBapame IyXOBHHUX OUYH]jY je MOJjeTHAKO BEIUKO Yy/0, ako He 1 Behe
on Bpahama TenecHOT BHIA YOBEKY KOjH je ciien of pohema. 3akxej je
0MO IApUHUK, OJHOCHO MOpPE3HHK, KOjH je yOmpao Takcy 3a Pumcky
nmrepyjy. ITo yrosopy ca Pumisannma, muMa je 6no o06aBe3aH aa aaje
olpeleHy, OroBopeHy CyMy, a CBE OHO IUTO IPETEKHE MOrao je na
3aapxu 3a cebe. Jlakie, MOrao je 1a y3uMa BMILE OJ] IIPOITHCAHE CyMe.
Kako jeBanljesbe cBemoun 1a je 6uo
oorar, TO 3Ha4M Ja je y3MMao BHILE
Hero ImTo je Tpebano. 3aTo cy
LAPUHUALK OHJIO BPJIO OMpPAKEHH,
HENOMyJapHH W CMaTpaHu  3a
IPEIIHUKE O] CTpaHe OOWYHHX
JbYJIH.
Manu pacroMm, 3akxej ce
IIeHE Ha AUBJbY CMOKBY Jia OM BHAEO
Xpucra. YrienaBiid ra Ha CMOKBH,
Xpuctoc, xao CseBuaehu bBor,
Mpero3Haje TMOKajaHy M Ol Tpexa
ounmiheny  aymyy, HasuBa Ta
HMeHOM, U Hapehyje My na cube
0p30, jep xenu na Oyne y BeroBoM
noMmy. UumeHWnma na ra HasuBa
HMEHOM cBesiour aa bor 3Ha cBaumje
ume (Josan 10:3). 3akxej sxenu na ra
Buau, a l'ocmon uue jomr najbe Of
Tora, U o[ydyje Aa yhe y merony
kyhy. OBo je noka3 ma je bor
MUJIOCTUBHjU OX JbYAH, KOJH CY BpJIO
Op3u Ja y CBOM CaMOXBalUCalmy U
CaMOIIPaBeJHOCTH OCyZAe U YIpY
NIPCT Ha Apyrora. MHOIITBO Jbyaw,
KOjU TIPHUCYCTBYjy OBOM Jorahajy,
HaKo HE MOry Ja 4HTajy JbyJCKa
cpla, HUTH Ja Tpoipy y IyOuHY
JbYACKE Iylle, W Jajbe CyAe II0 /
CHOJBAIILOCTH M Heroxyjy mro he Xpmcroc yhm y kxyhy jemHor
napuHuka. MneHtuyan npoblieM mocToju U naHac. LpkBa ce BUAM Kao
KiIy0 TmpaBeiHHMKA M Jbynu Oe3 MaHa, a 'y cTBapu LlpkBa je paxuoHuna
cracema, OOJIHHUIIA 32 OHE KojuMa je moTpeOHa momoh. “Ja Hucam
JOIIA0 Jia 30BeM IMpaBeJHUKE, HO TPEIIHHKe Ha mokajame (Martej
9:13). Ilokajame je camo MOYETaK AyXOBHOT XuBOTa. [locie nokajama,
YOBEK MOYHMIE Jla ClIaBM bora, M ja pacte JO BEIMKHX JyXOBHHX
BHCHHA. MH cMO MpU3BaHM J1a OyIeMO CaBpIIECHH Kao IITO je CaBpIICH
Ortar Hamn HeOeckn (Matej 5:48). 3aTo je mpUPOAHO J1a y LIPKBU HMa
JbYJIM KOjU CY Ha Pa3HUM CTETICHHUI[MMA JlyXOBHE JICCTBHUIIC.
Jujamor Koju CJE€AM CBEAOYH O UYyJIECHOM
WCIeJbehy LapuHuKoBe ayme. HasuBajyhu Xpucta ['ocromom, o
nokasyje na OH 3a mera Huje camo Mcyc u3 Hazapera, Beh 3aucra

Mecuja, Cun bBoxwuju. 3atum, 3akxe] nmaje mojia CBOra HMamba
cHpoMacuMa, Hako HUKO Of ¥era To Huje Tpaxuo. OBO TOBOpH 1a je
OH HE CaMO YIIO3HAT ca HayKOM XpUCTOBOM, Beh U Jja CpLieM U JyILIOM
xuBU 10 XpuctoBoM JeBanhespy. Uunehn To, oH cebe mokasyje kao
MpaBor cien0eHNKa XPUCTOBOT, jep yKasyje MuIocphe OHHMMa KojuMa
je To morpebno. Hynehun ma Bpatu 4eTBOpOCTpYKO OHMMa KOjUMa je
3aKHHYO, OH Ce oIpuye cBor mnpehaimer HauuHa XuUBOTa. Mako ra
HHKO HE ONTYXYyje Ja je 3aKUAao JbyJuMa, OH TO Ha OBAj HAYHMH jaBHO
HCIIOBE/IA, U UCKYIUBYje ce o oBora rpexa. OBJe je BayKHO CXBaTUTH
na OH cebe He HMCKYIUUbyje HOBIIEM Hero mokajameM. HoBuem ce He
MOXK€ HH jelaH TIpeX MCKYIHTH.
IberoBo  mnokajame  JIOHOCH  POA
nocrojaH mokajama (Marej  3:8).
JlaBame mojia MMama CHPOMAIIHHUMA,
HOKa3yje OpacTHYHY IPOMEHY Yy
IETOBOj JyIIM Koja je ycleauia
npuxBatambeM Xpucra. VckycuBiiu
Jby0aB XpuctoBy, 3akxej modehyje
ceOMYHOr 4YOBeKa y ceOu, M HOUHIbe
KOHa4YHO Jia ce OpuHEe M 3a Apyre
Jbyze.

Oga jemanberncka mpuya ce
MOXXE HPUMEHHTH Ha MHOIE JbYIE,
KOjU HMako WMajy CBe TeJecHe
YTOJHOCTH KOje JKelle, HIaK HMajy
npasie ayme. TakaB je Ouo u 3akxej
npe Hero IWTO je yIO3HAao XpHCTa.
”Jep KakBa je KOPHUCT YOBEKY, aKo
3amo0uje caB CBET a JAyUIHM CBOjOj
Hayau? Wnm kakaB he orkyn natu
YOBEK 3a CBOjy aymry?” (Mapxko 8:36-
37). CpebpospyOibe je jemaH of
HajTeKUX TPEXOBa, M jJEAWHO YOBEK
KOjH y XHBOTY crio3Ha bora moxe na
ce ocioboau Tora rpexa. To je 3aBuCT
KOjoj HeMa Kpaja M Koja dYoBeKa
He3a/lpXkuBO Byde y mpomact. CBeto
Ilucmo jacHO kaxke na KO JpyOH
. HOBIle, Hehe ce HacUTUTH HoBama”
Ipomnosenuuk 5,10. HberoBo nemame Ha CMOKBY, jep je OMo Maior
pacra, CHMBOJIMIIE YOBEKa KOjH C€ H3IDKE H3HAA CBOje JbYJICKE
npupoze, 1 nodehyje caMoIOBOIBHOCT M CEOMYHOCT y cebu. 3aTo ra
Tocrion u criacaBa Hanomumbyhu 1a je 1 oH cuH ABpamoB. To 3Ha4u 1a
je 3akxej 3amMcra OCTa0 CHH ABPaMoOB, JIM HE CaMO Ha peyrMa H 110
MopeKity, Beh u Mo Ayxy U 1o UCTHHH KOjoM xuBH. Tako ce 3akxej ox
10 BEYHOCT IPOMAJIOT YOBEKA, y3IUIa0 0 MPaBEIHUKA KPO3 ITOKajarbe.
U Ha xpajy jeBanhespa, ['ocro oner moTBphyje Lusb CBOje MUCH]E: Ia
je Iomao Ja MOTpakH, W crmace oHO wrTo je mponano. OmHOCHO, xa
MOTPaXKH CBaKora 4oBEKa, [a YaK M OHE KOje HHKO HE TPaXH, a CBH
onbaityjy. bamr kao 3akxeja. [1o HCTOPHjCKUM CBEZIOUYaHCTBUMA, 3aKXE]
je xacHuje moctao enuckorn Lpkse Xpucrose.
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32th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (LUKE 19:1-10)
“CHRIST REDEEMS ZACCHAEUS"”

to seek and to save that which was lost.”

Then Jesus entered and passes through Jericho. Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich.
And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature. So he run ahead and climbed up into a
sycamore tree to se Him, for He was going to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to
him,”Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” So he made haste and came down, and received Him
joyfully. But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, “He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.” Then Zacchaeus stood
and said to the Lord, *“ Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore
fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come

In restoring eyesight to the blind man called Bartimaeus, Our Lord
does another miracle in Jericho. This time He is opening spiritual eyes
to a tax collector named Zacchaeus, thus enabling him to accept the
Gospel, to perceive his inner self and his sins, to repent, and to
drastically change his life. Opening spiritual eyes to a spiritually blind
man, is just as great miracle as restoring eyesight to a man blind from
birth. Zacchaues was a chief tax collector, and in that capacity an
employee of the Roman government.
By the contract with Romans, he was
obliged to give a certain agreed amount
to them, and whatever is left over that
amount he could keep for himself. He
could freely overcharge people. The
Gospel clearly says that Zachaues was
a rich man, which means that he was
guilty of gross extortion of people. As a
result of such unfair practice, all tax
collectors were despised, hated and
viewed as the worst of sinners. Jesus
was passing by and as a small man, he
was unable to see the road because of
the crowd that had come to see him.
Zacchaues found a tree and climbed up
into it to see Jesus. Seeing Zacchaues
up in that tree, Jesus as All-knowing
God, recognized his repentent soul,
called him by his name, and
commanded him to make haste and
come down, because He wanted to be a
guest in his house. The fact that Jesus
calls Zacchaues by his name proves
that God knows everybody’s name
(John 10:3). Zacchaeus wants to see
Jesus, but Our Lord goes one step
further, and decides to enter into his
house. This proves that God is more
merciful than people, who are very
quick in their self-praising and self-
righteousness and who judge and point
their finger at other people. The multitude of people, who were
witnessing this event, human beings unable to read people’s hearts or
to get into depths of human’s souls, still judgd by external appearance.
They complained about Jesus’s decision to enter into the home of a tax
collector. Even today, the Church is experiencing the same problem.
The Church is usually seen as a club of righteous and sinless people,
but in fact the Church is a workshop of salvation, a hospital for those
who are sick and in need of help. “For I did not come to call the
righteous, but sinners, to repentance (Matthew 9:13).” Repentance is
just a beginning of a spiritual life. After repentance, a man starts to
celebrate God, and to grow unto immeasurable spiritual heights. We
are invited to be perfect, just as our Father in heaven is perfect
(Matthew 5:48). That’s why the Church contains people who are on
different levels of spirituality.

The dialog that follows testifies about the miraculous curing
of the tax collector’s soul. Answering to Christ, and calling Him
“Lord”, shows that for Zacchaues Jesus is not only “Jesus from

Nazareth”, but also the Son of God, Messiah. Then, Zacchaeus gives a
half of his fortune to the poor, even though no one asked that from

him. This proves that he’s not only familiar with the teachings of
Christ, but also he lives according to the Gospel. By helping those in
need he shows himself as a true follower of Christ. By offering to
restore fourfold anyone from whom he has taken anything under false
pretenses, he renounces his old life of sin. Even though no one has
accused him of cheating and
extortion, nevertheless he makes
a public confession, and atones
for his sins. The only way to
wash away our sins is through
repentance, not with money.
Zacchaues is not buying his
salvation with his fortune. The
Bible clearly says that a man
cannot give anything in
exchange for his soul (Matther
8:37). His repentance ‘“bears
fruits worthy of repentance
(Matthew 3:8)”, and that’s all
God is asking from us. Giving
half of his goods to the poor,
Zacchaeus merely displays the
kind of change his soul
experienced after accepting
Christ. Having experienced the
love of Christ, he conquers
selfish-self, and begins to worry
about other people also.

Many people can find
themselves in this Gospel story.
They have all the earthly
pleasures they wish, but still,
their souls are empty and their
lives are constantly lacking
something. Zacchaeus was just
like that, until he met Christ.
“For what will it profit a man if
he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? (Matthew 8:36).”
Greed is one of the main sins, and a man who meets the Lord can be
liberated from that sin. That’s an endless addiction, which slowly pulls
man into the abyss. God’s word is teaching us that “he who loves silver
will not be satisfied with silver (Ecclesiastes 5:10).” Zacchaues’s
climbing into the tree, since he was a short man, symbolizes a man
who’s trying to elevate himself above his own human nature, in order
to conquer selfishness. That’s why he is saved by Jesus and called “a
son of Abraham”, not only by words and descent, but also by the spirit
and the truth he lives by. At the end of this Gospel, once again, our
Lord confirms the purpose of His mission: “to seek and to save that
which was lost.” In other words, He came to seek every man, even
those who are lost, rejected, despised and hated by other people. Men
just like Zacchaeus. By the early church records, Zacchaues became a
bishop in the Church.



