ST SAVA SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
(PRO-CATHEDRAL)

A PARISH AND CHURCH COMMUNITY OF THE
METROPOLITANATE OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND
OF THE SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

CPMNCKA NMPABOC/IABHA LIPKBA CB CABA
(IIPO KATE/JIPAJIA)

MAPOXWUJA U LPKBEHA OMLWTUHA
MUTPONOJTUIE AYCTPA/TUICKO-HOBO3E/NIAHACKE
CPMNCKE NPABOC/IABHE LIPKBE

5 Wilson Avenue, Ingleside NSW 2101 - AUSTRALIA | PO Box 480, Narrabeen NSW 2101 | www.stsava.org.au
Fr. Sasha Radoicic | Ph: (02) 9913 7365 | Mob. 0419 974 753

HEAE/bA NPEQ BOrOJABJbEHE (MAPKO 1:1-8)
+~HAJBERU UKAQA POBEH O XXEHE™

33 ONpOLUTEHE FPMjEXOBa.

MNouetak jeBaHhesba Ucyca Xpucta, CuHa Boxkujera. Kao WwTo je nncaHo Koa npopoKa:EBo ja wasbem aHhena ceojera
npea Avuem TBojuM, Koju he npunpemutn nNyT TBOj nped Tobom. Mnac Banujyher y nyctumu: MNpunpemute nyt
locnoatsu, nopaBHUTE cTase woerose. lNojasu ce JoBaH Kpctehu y nycTuieu, M nponosujenajyhm KpwTere nokajakba

M nsnaxale K kbemy cBa Jyaejcka 3emsba 1 JepycaniMmibaHu; 1 KpLuTaBalle Ux CBe y pujeum JopaaHy, 1 ucnosujesaxy
rpujexe csoje. A JoBaH bujawwe obyyeH y Kamusby ANaKy, U MMaLLe Nojac KOXHM OKo cebe, 1 jehale 6usbe 1 AnB/bU
megq. U nponosujesawe rosopehu: [lonasm 3a MHOM jaunm of, MeHe npen KMM ja HMUCAaM AOCTOjaH CarHyTu ce U
O4pujelwInTm pemeHa Ha 06yhu Herosoj. Ja Bac KpcTux BoAoOM, a oH he Bac Kpctuth [lyxom CBeTuMm.

Kako gaHawrem cBeTy Koju ce Boau cebu aa yraha u
Bo/IN cebe Buwe og 6buno Kora, ob6jacHUTM NKUK cBeTor
JoBaHa Kpctutesma?

MpeTeya Mocnoaku, *}KUBKU Y NYCTUHU, OFPHYT KAMUBOM
KOXOM, omnacaH KOXHUM nojacom, 6e3
KpOBa Haj rnasom. XpaHMO ce camo
bu/mem 1 ANB/bUM MeZOM.

Y jeBaHhesby HasBaH je ,Hajsehum
KOju je ukaga poheH og xeHa”. Munseo
je u1BOT gocTojaH aHhena.

3a Xpucta OH Cam Kaxe ,ja Hucam
[OCTOjaH CarHyTM ce W oApelunTH
pemeHa Ha obyhu HeroBsoj”.

CaBpemeHn ropaes/bmsu CBET TaKBO
CMUpere [OXKMB/baBa Kao cnabocrT.
Kako pdaHawrem CcBeTy KOju KMBOT
CBOAM Ha 3abaBy M  CMejatbe,
npeacTaBUTM YOBEKA KOjU Ce HUKada
Huje cmejao? Audemy je MpeTeya n UMao
ha ce cmeje? YuTaB CBET nexu y
rPeXOBHOj Tamu. Jbyan OKOBaHM CTPaxom Of CMPTH,
ApXTe U ymmpy 6€3 nKakase Haze.

Tamo rge Bnaga ctpax Hema jbybaBu. YoBeK He 3Ha KO
je bor, a He no3Haje HX camora cebe. CBe ce paha, Kusmu
HEKO Bpeme, U HEM30CTaBHO yMmupe.

Kakga je pagocty Tome? MoKe nm ce ocyheHUK Ha cmpT
3aMCTa pafoBaTv Heyemy? Yemy 4YoBeK Aa ce pagyje u
cMeje Kada BMAM 4a ce CBe 3aBpluaBa rpobom?

MoKylwaBanu cy 1 HeroBu caBpeMeHuLM Aa ca3Hajy Ko
je oH. MNuTanu cy ra aa HUje HeKN oA, NPOPOKa, UIN MOXKAA
6aw npopok Mnaunja. Pekao um je ga Huje.

JaHawte jeBaHhes/be HaM OTKpPUBA A3 XPUCTOBA MUCKja
nounme ca nponosean JosaHa Kpctutesba. OH je rnac
Banujyher y nycTUtbM KOjU BUYe: npunpemute nyT
FocnoarK, nopasHuTe crase Hberose. Hberosa nopyka
nopob/beHOM YOBEYAHCTBY CTaje y jeAHYy
jeauHy pedenuuy: “MNoKajTe ce jep ce
npnéauxkuno LlapctBo Hebecko”. (MaTej
3:2). LapcTtBo HebecKo je cam XpucToc. a
61 XpucToc ylao y Hawa cpua v ayule,
MOpamMo ce NPBO MOKajaTu 3a CBOje rpexe.
[pex je cuna Koja opBaja 4oBeKa oA
nosHawa bora. 3ato je noTpebHo aa ce
KpO3 MOKajatbe rpex MpBO UCeENn wu3
yoBeKa. [loKajartbe je Temesb AyXOBHOT
npenopoaa. To je orak KOju caropesa rpex
M YNCTU JbYACKO CpLE W JbYACKY Ayuwy. Tek
Taga ce [ocnog ycesbasa n lyxom Ceetum
npenopaha yoseka. Kaga ynosHa lNocnogaa,
yosek he mohu aa ce ocnobogu sbybasu
npema rpexy u 31y, U TO je y cTBapwu
noyeTak cnacema.

CBe OHe Koju cy ce nokajanum, JoBaH Kpctutem je
KpWTaBao BOAOM Yy peum JopaaHy, HarosewTaBajyhu
CBaKOMe 43 OH Camo KpLuTaBa BoAOM, a aa he mux Xpucroc
Kpctutn lyxom CeeTnm. To je 6una cBpxa Hberose mucuje.
[a npunpemun 4oBeYaAHCTBO 33 AyXOBHW NpenopoJ, Kpos3
Xpucta Koju he sbyamma paposatv: Kpuwrewe, Csete
TajHe, JeBaHhesbe, LpKBY 1 CBE APYro WTO UM je noTpebHo
3a cnacetme.
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SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY (MARK 1:1-8)
“THE GREATEST BORN BY A WOMAN"

with a leather belt around his waist,

the Holy Spirit.

The beginning of the Gospel about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: | will send
my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way a voice of one calling in the wilderness: Prepare the way for
the Lord, make straight paths for him. And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to
him. Confessing their sins, they were baptised by him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing made of camel’s hair,

and he ate locusts and wild honey. And this was his message: After me comes One more powerful than I, the straps
of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. | baptise you with water, but he will baptise you with

How to explain the story of St John the Baptist to today's
people who wish to be pampered and who tend to love
themselves more than others?

The Forerunner of the Lord lives in the desert, clothed in
camel's hair, leather belt around his waist, without shelter
over his head. He is fed solely with locusts
and wild honey.

In the Gospel he is called “the greatest
born of a woman”, having lived an life
worthy of the angels.

For Christ, he himself says, “I am not
worthy to stoop down and untie the straps
of his sandals”.

Modern humanity full of pride sees such
humbleness as a weakness. How to
present the life of a man that never
laughed to the modern world for whom
life revolves around entertainment and
laughter alone? And to what did the
Forerunner have to smile, with the entire
world lying in the darkness of sin? The
masses locked in the chains of the fear of death, shivering
and dying with no hope at all.

That where fear prevails, there is no love. Man is
unaware of God, and struggles to recognise himself. All is
born, lives a period, and then eventually dies.

What joy is there in this? Can one destined for death
really have anything to rejoice over? What can a man
await for to rejoice and smile when it is clear that all ends
at the grave? His peers attempted to understand who he
was. They asked him if he was perhaps one of the
prophets, or even the holy prophet Elijah. He said to them
that he wasn't.

Today’s Gospel reading announces to us that Christ’s holy
mission starts with the sermon of John the Baptist. He is
the voice calling in the wilderness, saying: prepare the
path of the Lord. His message to humankind was simply
put in one sentence: “Repent, as the Kingdom of Heaven
is near”. (Matthew 3:2). Christ is the
Kingdom of Heaven. For Christ to enter
into our hearts and souls, we first need to
repent for our sins. Sin is the force that
removes man from realizing God. That is
why through repentance sin departs from
man. Repentance is the foundation of our
spiritual renewal. That is the fire, which
destroys sin and cleanses the human heart
and soul. Only then does the Lord enter
therein and the Holy Spirit rejuvenates
man. When he recognizes the Lord, man
receives the strength to free himself from
the love of sin and evil, and that is in fact
the beginning of salvation.

All of those that repented, John the
Baptist christened with water in the river Jordan,
announcing to all that he baptizes with only water, and
that Christ will baptize them with the Holy Spirit. That was
the basis of his mission. To prepare humanity for spiritual
renewal in Christ who will grant to humankind: Baptism,
Holy Mysteries, the Gospel, Church and all else that is
required for salvation.
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