The Serbian Orthodox
Marriage Service

CpIiicko-nnpaBocCJIaBHH
o0pea BeHYaHa




Holy Matrimony

Holy matrimony is a mystery or sacrament of {

Orthodox Church in which a man and wom

solemnly vow before Christ, the priest and t

congregation to be true to each other for life. T
conjugal union is blessed by Christ through

Church, God's grace is imparted to them to |
together in His love, mutually fulfilling an
perfecting each other. The marriage ceremony
the Orthodox Church is steeped in ritual
symbolism. Each of the acts has special mea
and significance, which we will now expla
briefly.
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The Rings

The rings are blessed by the priest who takes t
in his hand and making the sign of the cross (¢
their heads, says:

The servant of God (groom) is betrothed to
servant of God (bride) in the name of the Father
the Son and of the Holy Spirit”

The best man dtcumthen exchanges the rings
three times, taking the bride’s ring and placing it
on the groom’s finger and vice versa. The rings,
course, are the symbol of betrothal from the mo
ancient times. The exchange signifies that in
married life the weaknesses of the one partner
be compensated for by the strengths of the otheg
the imperfections of one by the perfections of th
other. By themselves, the newly betrothed are
incomplete: together they are made perfect. Thy
the exchange of rings gives expression to the fa
that the spouses in marriage will constantly be
complementing each other. Each will be enrichg
by the union.

The Candles

The wedding service begins immediately followi
the Betrothal Service. The bride and groom
handed candles which they hold throughout
service. The candles symbolize the spirit
willingness of the couple to receive Christ w
will bless them through this sacrament.

“A light to lighten the gentiles and the glory of t
people, Israel” (Luke 2: 32).

The Joining Of The Right Hands
The right hands of the bride and groom are joine
when the priest reads the prayer that beseeches
God to“join these thy servants, unite them in on
mind and one flesh'The hands are kept joined
and tied with a white cloth throughout the servic
to symbolize théoneness” of the couple.

Caertoct Opaka

Hepak je Cera TajHa [IpaBocnaBHE LPKBE Y K0joOj ce
gjenaH MyLIKapal 1 jelHa >KeHa CBEUaHO 3aKIHby
hepen XpucroM, CBEIITCHUKOM M BEpHHLIUMA Ha
N@{O>KUBOTHY BEPHOCT jeIHO ApyroM. tbuxoBy Opauny
thesy 6marocusba XpucToc Kpo3 LpkBy, boxuja M je
IMBITOCT TIofIapeHa J1a KuBe 3ajesiHo y Hherosoj
0py0aBH, y3ajaMHO HcIybYjyhu u ycaBpiuaBajyhu

y jofino npyror. O6pen Benuama [IpaBociaBHe LPKBE je
ANCHOKET PUTYATIOM U CUMBOJIM3MOM. CBaKy YHH UMa
NEECPOUMTH CMHCAO M 3HAUAj, KOji heMo yKpaTKko
M6jacHUTH.

IIpcreme

CaemuTeHuK 0JIarocHBIba 00a MPCTEHA, y3UMa HX Y
hpyﬁe n HpaBehI/I 3HAaK KpCTa Hal lbbUXOBHUM TIJlaBaMa,
D@IKE:

3apyuyje ce cayea Boocuju (maadoacersa) ca
theywrurwom Boscujom (mnaoa), y ume Oya u Cuna u
, Okemoea /lyxa.

Kym Taga npemecTs npcreme TpH 1myTa, y3uMajyhn
MPCTEH MIIaJie ¥ CTaBJbajyhn ra Ha MiIaJOKEHHH MPCT
aof oopatHo. [IpcTeme je, npupoaHO, CUMBOI BepHIOe
5t13 mpactapux BpeMeHa. M3meHa nokasyje na he y
OpadHOM >KHMBOTY CJIa0OCT jeAHOT Ipyra OUTH
VillaokHa/eHa cCHaroM Jpyror, a HECaBpILICHCTBO
rjenHor caBpiieHcTBOM Apyror. CBaku cam 3a cebe,
EBEPEHUIIU HUCY YIOTIYHCHU ! 3aj€IHO, TIOCTajy
caBpuieHy. Ha Taj HaunH M3MeHa npcrema n3paxasa
SiumeHuIy aa he ce cynpysu y Opaky cTaaHo
Ct3ajamHO monymasatu. O0oje he cjennmemeM OUTH
oborahenu.
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Csehe
NBpaunu obpen mounme oaMax mocie oopena Bepuuoe.
alMbnanokema U Miaza y3umajy ceehe koje apke 3a
thpeme oOpena. Ceehe cuMBONIH3Yjy TyXOBHY
UahpemMHOCT OpavHOr napa aa nmpuMe Xpucra koju he
hox G1arocIOBHTH OBOM CBETOM TajHOM.

NY'eemnocm 0a npoceemu cee ne3Habowye u ciasy
Hapooa meoea, Mspaumwe (JIx 2,32)

Be3nBame necHnX pyKy

JlecHe pyke MiIajie U MiIaJoKeJbe ce Be3yjy Kaj

2BEIITEHIK YiTa MOJIMTBY Koja ce oOpaha bory na

5, cjeounu ose Teoje cyee... 30pysicu ux y

R jeOHOOYUWHOCMU U 8eHYA] UX Y jeOHo meno." Pyke
0CTajy CIIOjeHE U Be3aHe OSIMM MOBE30M 33 YMTABO

EBpeMe o0pera 1a CUMBOIU3Y]Y ,, jeOurcmeo” OpadHor
napa.




The Crowning

The climax of the wedding service is the office g
the crowning which follows the joining of the
hands. The crowns (which are placed on the he
of the bride and groom) are signs of the glory ar
honour with which God crowns them during the
mystery. The groom and bride are crowned as t
king and queen of their own little kingdom, the
home, which they will rule with wisdom, justice
and integrity. When the crowning takes place th
priest, takes the crowns and holding them abovg¢
the couple says:-

“The servant of God, (groom) is crowned unto th
servant of God (bride), in the name of the Fathe
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen”.

Some interpret the crowns used in the Orthodox
wedding ceremony to refer to the crowns of
martyrdom since every true marriage involve
immeasurable self-sacrifice on both sides.

The Common Cup

The rite of crowning is followed by the reading
the Epistle(Ephesians 5:20-33nd the reading g
the Gospel .(John 2:1-11)which describes th
marriage at Cana of Galilee which was atten
and blessed by Christ, and for which He reser
His first miracle.

There He converted the water into wine and gay
to the newlyweds. In remembrance of this bless
wine is given to the couple. This is tle@mmon
cup” of life denoting the mutual sharing of joy an
sorrow, the token of a life of harmony. The
drinking of wine from the common cup serves tq
impress upon the couple that from that moment
they will share everything in life; joys as well as
sorrows and that they at@ “bear one another’s
burdens”. Their joys will be doubled and their
sorrows halved because they will be shared.

The Ceremonial Walk

The priest then leads the bride and groom in a
circle around the table on which are placed the
Gospel and the Cross, the one containing the w
of God, the other being the symbol of our
redemption by Jesus. The husband and wife arg
taking their first steps as a married couple, and
Church, in the person of the priest, leads them i
the way they must walk. The way is symbolized
a circle in the centre of which is the Gospel and
Cross of our Lord. This expresses the fact that t
way of Christian living is a perfect orbit around t
centre of live, who is Jesus Christ our LdiWho
is the Way, the Truth and the Life".
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Kpynucame
f BpxyHail oOpezia BeHYama je 00pe/ KpyHUCama KOjH
CIIeIH TIOCIie Be3uBama pyky. KpyHe (mocraBibeHe Ha
adsaBe Milajie ¥ MIIAJIOKEEHE) Cy O3HAKE CIIaBE M YacTU
tkojuma ux bor kpyHHIIe 32 BpeMe CBETe TajHE.
Muagoxema 1 MiIaia Cy KpyHUCaHH Kao Kpajb U
N&paJbuIla CBOjE CONCTBEHE MaJie KpajbeBUHE, I0Ma,
kojuMm he ympasipati Mynpourhy, mpaBeaHouhy u
gyecturomhy. [Ipu kpyHHCamy CBEIITEHUK y3Me
EKpyHe U Ipxxehu ux Haj OpauHuM MapoM Kaxe:

Benuasa ce cnyea Boowcuju (mnadooicera) ca
cnyururbom Boowcujom (Mnaoa), y ume Oya u Cuna u
&gemoea [yxa.

Hexkn cmatpajy na kpyHe y [IpaBociaBHom oOpeny
BeHuUama rnorcehajy Ha KpyHe MydeHHINTBa Oyayhu na
CBaKH MpaBH Opak 3HaYM U HEU3MEPHO CaMo-
XKPTBOBamE ca 00e CTpaHe.

3ajenHuvKa yama

[Mocne oOpena KpyHUCama CIIEIN YHTakhe ATIOCTONA
AEpesncanuma, 5, 20-33)u unrame Jepan Herma (Ce.
f Josana, 1, 1-11)xoje onucyje Benuame y Kanu
© ["anuiiejckoj KoMe je XpUucToc mpucycTBOBao U
degarociosro n Ha KoMe je H3BEO CBOje MPBO UyIO.
ved

Tamo je mperBopro BOIy y BUHO H JIa0 Ta
HOBOBEHYaHMMa. 3a YCIIOMEHY Ha Taj 611arocion
&Raunom mapy ce naje Buno. To je , 3ajednuura
NEhua" xuBOTa KOja MPETCTaBIba y3ajaMHO JICNCHE
cEanocn/l M JKaJIOCTH, 3aJI0T CKJIaJHOT kuBoTa. [Tnjyhn

WHO U3 3ajeJHUYKE yallle yKasyje OpauHoM mapy Aa

he oj Tor yaca IETUTH CBE Y KUBOTY; U PajJoCT U

xanoct u aa he , noonocumu 6peme jeono opyeoza” .
Ofbuxose he pagocti OUTH TIOJBOCTPYYEHE @ IbMXOBE

YKAJIOCTH TPETIONIOBJbeHe jep he OuTH mopesbeHe.

CBeuyaHH X0

Csemrenuk he Taaa [a MoBeAC MJIaly U MJIaJ0XKCHY

y KPYT' OKOJIO CTOJIa Ha KOME CY IOCTaBJbeHU JeBaH
heme u Kper, jenno caapxu Boxkujy ped, a 1pyro je

EéleMBOH Hauler crnamema kpo3 Mcyca Xpucra. Myx u
o)

Ha caJl Kpehy Ha MpBHU KOpakK Kao OpavHu map a

LpkBa, onrueHa y CBEIITEHUKY, BOAN HX ITyTEM

i KojuM Tpeda aa uay. Taj myT je CHMBOINYKH
HepI/IKaBaH KPYTOM Y 4HjeM je cpenumty Jesan fesbe u
rngT I'ocniona namer. To u3paxasa YMHjeHULY Aa je

YT XpHUIINaHCKOT JKUBOTA CaBPILEH KPYT OKO
equInTa JKUBOTa Koje je ['ocnon nam Hcyc

h&pucroc. , Koju je Ilym, Ucmuna u JKusom."




During this ceremonial walk around the table a

hymn is sung to the Holy Martyrs reminding the
newly married couple of the sacrificial love they
are to have for each other in marriage — a love t
seeks not its own but is willing to sacrifice its all
for the one loved.

Some interpreters consider this walk a religious
dance expressing the joy of matrimony.

The Blessing
The couple returns to their places and the priest
blessing the groom, says,

“Be thou magnified. O bridegroom as Abraham,
and blessed as Isaac, and increased as Jacob,
walking in peace and working in righteousness t
commandments of God".

And blessing the bride he says,

“And thou, O bride, be thou magnified as Sarah
and glad as Rebecca, and do thou increase like
unto Rachael, rejoicing in thine own husband,
fulfilling the conditions of the law: for so it is well
pleasing unto God".

May God grant them
Many Years.

3a Bpeme CBeuaHOT X0/1a OKO CTOJIa MeBa ce Tpomap
Cernm Myuenunuma notcehajyhu Tex BeHUaHH
MJTaJH [ap Ha MOXPTBOBHY Jby0aB jeJHOT IpemMa
hapyrom y 6paky —Jby0aB Koja HHje ceOM4Ha Hero je
yBEK CIIpEMHa J1a )PTBYje CBE CBOj€ 3a JbyOIJbEHO
ouhe.

Hexo Tymaun oBaj X0 Kao peluruo3Hy Urpy Koja
n3pakaBa pasocT BEHYAbA.

Baarocnos
, Bpaunu map ce Bpaha Ha cBoja MecTa 1a CBEIITEHUK,
OnarocuBipajyhin Milagoxemy, Kaxe:

byou yssuwen ocenuue, xao Aspam u 6you
oraeocnosen kao Mcak u ymHooicu ce kao Jaxkos,
henoefiu y mupy u meopehu Booicuje 3anosecmu.

[1a, 6marocussbajyhn miagy, kaxe
U mu nesecmo, 6you yssuuwena kao Capa u obpadyj
ce kao Pesexa, pasmuodicu ce xao Paxuma, padyjyhu

ce myaicy, wyeajyhiu epanuye 3aKomna, jep je mako
onazousgoneo boe.

Ha Mmnoraja Jbera!
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