THE RESURECTION OF JESUS CHRIST - EASTER (John 1:1-17)

“Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death” is the main message of the Christianity
contained within the troparion of the feast. Apostle Paul confirms the importance of resurrection:
“And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty.” (I Corinthians
15:14). The Orthodox Church believes and confesses Jesus Christ as the Son of God, born as a human,
in order to save humanity from the determination of this world, corruption and ultimately death. He
willingly suffers and dies on the cross, resurrects and thus “the last enemy is destroyed — death”( |
Corinthians 15:26). The resurrection of Christ cannot be explained scientifically, or understood by our
minds. How to make a nonbeliever accept that someone was resurrected after three days in a tomb?
That’s not a simple thing. But if Christ didn’t resurrect, everything He preached would loose meaning.
What use is forgiveness if we remain dead? If nothing happened after His death, Christianity would
slowly disappear over time, and cease to exist. During His sufferings all of the Apostles abandoned
Him. They spent three years with Jesus, witnessed all of His miracles, but still they left everything.
Some of them even returned to their previous lives — fishing. What made scattered and frightened
apostles to gather together again? What made their faith in Christ much stronger after His death, than
during His earthly life? What gave them the strength to do the missionary work that would change the
world? Watching Christ suffer on the cross they ran away in fear for their own lives. Apostle Peter even
renounced Christ tree times. Only a few days after that, their fear of death disappears, and they were
ready to become martyrs for Christ. This change is possible because the apostles were transformed by
His Resurrection, and this they preached above all. Accepting Christ and His Resurrection can happen
only by our own choice and by our own fee will. The Apostles couldn’t accept Christ and His
resurrection until they had enough spiritual strength to renounce their selfish self — a selfish man that
lives within us. Some of them never succeed in doing that — Judas. That same thing is happening today.
Is it possible for a modern man to accept Christ and His resurrection as the truth? During His
interrogation, when Pilate asked Him: “What is truth?”(John 18:38), Jesus did not answer. The truth is
not a thing, or a knowledge, but Jesus Christ Himself. If Pilate asked “Who is the truth?”, Christ would
answer “ | am the way, the truth and the life”(John 14:6). Standing beside Christ, listening and looking
at Him, was not enough for Pilate to recognize Jesus as the truth. Through Pilate we can diagnose
every man who is not capable to perceive Christ as the truth. It’s always the same problem: the only
obstacle is our selfish personality and our perception of us, this world, humanity, life and death. Also,
during the interrogation they asked Christ:” If you are the Christ, tell us. But He said to them: If | tell
you, you will not believe me.” (Luke 22:67). The truth does exist, but a modern man cannot see Christ
as the truth because of his self-centered way of life. From the moment of birth, a modern man has
been incorrectly educated that the truth is a personal, relative and a changeable thing that exclusively
depends on how you are feeling at a certain moment. Whatever gives us childish happiness, fulfills our
life with laughter, fulfills our physical needs or leads to it, is in this material world defined as the truth.
Since we are taught that humans are not spiritual beings, but only material beings, that requires for
the truth to be utilized. If the truth cannot be utilized, and we cannot have any material benefits from
it, then that truth has to be rejected. Modern man is taught that sustaining life is the most important
human need, and the purpose of life is all about that. On the other hand, modern science proves that
everything born, must inescapably to die. Not only humans as individuals die, but also whole nations,
floral and animal species, planets, and even whole galaxies dissolve and vanish. So, when we tell a man
that the purpose of life is in fulfilling physical needs and requirements — that isn’t consistent. Why?
Because, the first and the most basic human need — sustaining life, cannot be accomplished within our
nature. Also, any effort to rationally understand life, inevitably points to death. How to attain life
without death when our own nature doesn’t contain that sort of life within itself? The answer is:
through God as the only true Life that exists. That’s the reason why the Gospel on the Resurrection day
doesn’t talk about Resurrection as an event that happened in history. Today’s Gospel talks about true
Life — Jesus Christ. The only way to properly understand the Resurrection of Christ is if we try to
comprehend it through the personality of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.” The



Word is the eternal Son of God — Jesus Christ. The Son of God is a distinct person from the Father. He is
God with the same divinity as the Father. “All things were made through Him, and without Him
nothing was made that was made.” Together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ is co-
Creator of everything visible and invisible. “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.” Only
God has life in Himself, thus Jesus being God is the source of life. Only a man who participates in the
life of the Son of God can become a child of light (John 12:36). “And the light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not comprehend it.” Totally opposite of life, stands death. Christ is not just the
true life - light, but also He cannot be conquered by death - darkness. There is no life outside union
with Christ, but only darkness — death. God didn’t create death. Death isn’t an integral part of the
divine nature. Death is the consequence of our separation from true life — God. “That was the true
Light which gives light to every man coming into the world. He was in the world and the world was
made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own did not
receive Him.” Christ offers the true life to every man without exceptions, but not everybody will accept
Him. Those who accept Him will receive His light. “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the
right to become the children of God, to those who believed in His name: who were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of the man, but of God.” God the Father will adopt
those who become united with Christ as His own children (Galatians 4:4-7). That is how we become
partakers of the divine nature. That is the mystery of attaining true life — eternal life (2 Peter 1:4). “And
the world became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” These verses explain that Jesus became fully human
without ceasing to exist to be fully God. He assumed complete human nature: body, soul, will,
emotion, and even mortality — everything that pertains to humanity except sin. “No one has seen God
at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared him.” We
cannot experience the essence of God by any of our human senses, but through the Son of God — THE
LIFE, we can become children of God and achieve true life — eternal life. The resurrection of Christ is
not simply His resuscitation. Jesus Christ is THE LIFE. “And rising on the third day, He made a path for
all flesh to the resurrection from the dead, since it was not possible for the Author of Life to be
overcome by corruption”; we pray on the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great. The resurrection of Christ
reveals the mystery of the true life, as eternal life that can be achieved only in communion with God
through His Son Jesus Christ.

In his first epistle, apostle John also talks about this: “ That which was from the beginning, which we
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have
handled, concerning the World of life — the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness,
and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us — that which
we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our
fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ (1 John 1:1-3). Acknowledging His
resurrection as a historical event is not enough for communion with God to be achieved. We have to
reject our selfish life, and to accept Christ as the way, the truth and the life. To become our life, Jesus
has to become first our way and our truth. The beginning is faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God,
Savior, through Whom every man can escape the determination of this world and fulfill God’s calling to
have eternal life. This faith has to be followed by all Christ-like virtues like: humility, generosity,
chastity, temperance, meekness, prayer, fasting and many others. The crowning of our faith is when
we unite and become one with Christ who is our LIFE and LIGHT through the Holy Communion. That is
the reason why at every Holy Liturgy right after the Holy Communion we sing: “We have seen the true
light, we have received the heavenly Spirit.” The feast above all feasts, the Easter, is not the day when
we just remember the Resurrection of Christ and break the lent. It is the day when we are reminded
that the only true Life that cannot be consumed by death is within God, and that we should be active
participants in that life by being united with Christ.



BACKPCEHE rOCNOAA NCYCA XPUCTA — BACKPC (JoBaH 1:1-17)

lnaBHa nopyka xpuwhaHcKke Bepe je Aa je XpUCToc BaCKpcekuMM M3 MpTBUX nobeamo cmpT. Anocton
Masne 10 notBphyje Kaga Kaxke : “A ako XpucToC HMje yCcTao, OHAA je NMpa3Ha Mponoses Halwa, na
npasHa 1 Bepa Bawa”(1 KopmHhannma 15:14). NpasocnasHa LipKBa Bepyje n nponoseaa Aa je Xpucroc
CuH BoXXuju, Koju ce poAMO Kao 4voBeK, Aa H6M YOBEYAHCTBO CMacao O, HYXXHOCTM OBOra CBeTa,
nponaa/bMBOCTU U Ha Kpajy came cmpTu. Job6poBO/bHO CTpaZa M ymMUpe Ha KPCTy, Aa bu BacKkpcao u
Tako "yKMHYO u nocnegmer Henpujatesba — cMmpT”’ (1 KopmnHhaHmma 15:26). Backpcewe ce He MorKe
HAay4yHO 06jaCHUTK, HUTKM YMHO cno3HaTu. Kako ybeanTn Hesepyjyher yoBeka Aa NpuxBaTn A3 je HEKO
nocne Tpu AaHa NpoBegeHa Yy rpoby Backpcao? TO HMje jeAHOCTaBHA CTBAp, aAn Aa XPUCTOC Huje
BACKPCA0, CBA OHO LWITO je nponoBegao 6u m3rybmuno ceakm cmucao. Ha npmmep, KakBa je KOPUCT of,
npalwTatba, ako YOBEK He BacKkpcaBa, Beh octaje mptaB? Ca HberoBom cmphy xpuwhaHctBo 61 nonako
6nepeno, foOK He 6M npecTano cacBMM Aa nocTtoju. Yak cy ce m Anoctonm npunnkom Hberosor
CTpagarba pasberkanu. lNocne Tpu roguMHe nposeseHe ca Hbum, M cBegoyera MHOMMX 4ygeca,
HaNyCTUAKM Cy cBe. HeKn cy ce Yak BpaTtmam ceojum npehawmum nocnosmma. LLTta je HaBeno paberkaHe
M npensialleHe anoctose ce MOHOBO ckyne? LUTa um je pgano cHare ga KpeHy y mucujy Koja he
NPOMeHUTM YnTas cBeT? LLTa je bMXOBY Bepy y XpMCTa YYMHUIO MHOTO jayom nocne Hberose cmpTy,
Hero 3a Bpeme tberoBor XuBoTa oBAe Ha 3emsbM? [nepajyhu Xpucta Kako CTpaga Ha KPCTY, OHM
npennaweHo bexxe 6ojehn ce 3a cBoje kmeoTe. MNeTtap la ce Tpu nyta ogpuye. Mehytum, camo
HEeKOJIMKO AaHa nocnae Tora, CTpax o4 CMPTU HECTaje, N OHU Cy CMPEMHU 43 MyYEHUYKM NOCTPaLajy 33
Hbera. OBakBa npomeHa je moryhe, jep cy anoctonu 6uamn npenopoheHn HberoBnm BacKpcerem Koje cy
u3Hag csera nponoseganun. Mehytum, npuxsaTarbe Xpucta n Hberosor Backpcerba Tpeba ga byae
cnobogHUM n3bopom M No cnoboaHO] BO/bU. ANOCTONIM HUCY MOTAM NPUXBATUTU HU XPUCTa, @ HU
BaCKpCere 0K Ce NPBO HUCY OAPEKAM camora cebe, Tj. cBor cebuyHor eronama. Heko og, HUX TO HUCY
HUM ycnenu, Kao Jyaa.

NcTa ctBap ce goraha n aaHac. Ja an je moryhe 3a caBpeMeHOr YoBeKa ga npuxeaTu XpuUcTa u
HberoBo Backpcerse Kao UcTUHY? Xpuctoc He oarosapa Ha lMunatoBo nutamwe: "WUTa je uctuHa?”
(JoBan 18:37-38), jep WcTuHA Huje cTBap, HUTU HayKa, UcTMHa je OH Kao nuyHocT. [a je Munat
nutao:”Ko je UctnnHa?”, Xpuctoc 61 oarosopmo: ” Ja cam Myt, UctnHa u Xusot”(Jespejuma ). U nopes
TOra WTo CcToju nopeAd Xpucta, caywa Ma v smam Na, Nunat Na unak He npenosHaje Kao UctnHy. Kpos
AuK MNnnata ce moXKe NPeno3HaTU CBaKM YOBEK KOjU He MOXe fa Buau Xpucta Kao UCTUHY. YBeK je To
ncTM npobnem: jeamHa npenpeKka je Hawa cebuyHa NMYHOCT, U Halwe cxBaTarbe cebe, cBETA, YOBEKA,
XnBoTa u cmpTtu. Kapga cy Xpucta nocne xanwera ucnutmeanu, ynutanm cy la:”Ako cu tm Xpucroc,
KaXXu Ham. A oH um peue: AKO Bam U Kaxkem, Hehete BepoBatu”(/lyka 22:67). MicTHa nocToju, anu je
CaBpeMeHM YOBEK HEe MOXKe Aa BMAW XpUcCTa Kao McTuHy 360r cBOr eroueHTUYHOr *mBoTa. [laHac ce
YOBEK 0J, MOMEHTa poherba NOrpeLHo yum Aa je UCTUHA INYHA, peNaTUBHA M NPOMEeHMBA CTBAp, M Aa
OHa 3aBUCK OZ TOra Kako ce TM Yy AAaTOM MOMeHTy ocehaw. CBe wWTO TV Aaje aeTuracTy cpehy u
MCNyHaBa XMBOT CMEXOM M CBe LUITO 33[10BO/baBa Halle TenecHe notpebe uam Boam Ka Tome, TO je y
MaTepmjanuCTUUYKOM CBETY AedUHMCAHO Kao “nctmHa”. Ca 063Mpom Aa ce caBpeMEHM YOBEK yuu Aa je
OH CaMo maTepujanHo buhe, a He U AyXOBHO, TO NOAPA3yMeBa Aa UCTUHA Mopa Aa byae yTunuTapHa.
AKO UCTMHa He MOXKe BUTU YTUANTAPHA, N YOBEK HEe MOXKE MMATM HEKe MaTepujaiHe KOPUCTU Of, TOra,
oHAa Ta "nctmHa” mopa 6utn opnbayeHa. CBe 0BO cnpeyaBa CaBPEMEHOI eroMCTUYHOr YoBeKa Aa Yy
Xpucty n xpuwhaHctey npoHahe 6uno KakBO AyXOBHO 3340BO/bCTBO.

YoBeK ce gaHac yuun Aa je oaprKaBakbe KMBOTA HajBaXKHMja U HAjOCHOBHMja YOBEKOBaA NOTpeba,
M Aa je cmucao Kunsota baw y Tome. MehyTum, caBpemeHa Hayka A0Kasyje Aa cse wTo ce paha, mopa
HEeN30CTaBHO M ympeTn. He ymmnpe camo 4YoBeK Kao jeamHKa, Beh HecTajy n untasm Hapoau, busmHe U
*KUBOTUHCKE BPCTE, HECTAjy YMTAaBe MJAaHETEe, Na YaK Ce M rasakcuje pasnarky U HecTajy y npocTopy.
3aTO Kaja ce KayKe YOBEKY [a je CMUCAO0 XMBOTA Yy 334,0B0/baBakby NPUPOAHUX NoTpeba 1 HaroHa — Te
peyn HemMajy HMKaKBOr CMMC/a. 3aWwTo? 3aTO WTO Ce O4YyBake XKMBOTA, Kao NpBa M OCHOBHa NoTpeba
4YOBEKOBA He ocTBapyje nytem npupoge. Ca gpyre ctpaHe, 6Buno KakaB MOKyLWaj Aa Ce YMHO ca3Ha
KMBOT, HEM36EXKHO A0BOAM A0 Ca3Haka cMpTU. OBae ce Hamehe NUTakbe: Kako Aa ce cMpT npesasuhe
M OCTBapM BEYHM KMBOT KaZa HaAla NpMpoaa cama no cebu To He cafp’Ku, HUTU MMA CHare To Aa
octBapu? OaroBop je: camo Kpo3 bora Kao jeamHu npasu MMBOT KOju noctoju. 3aTo jeBaHhesbe Koje ce



ynTa Ha BacKpc, He roBopu O BacCKpceky KAao ucTopujckom aorahajy, sBeh o Xpucty Kao Xusory.
Backpcerwe ce moXKe CXBaTUTU jeAMHO aKO Cce carneda Kpo3 AMYHocT Xpucta, CuHa bBoxkujera,
boroyoBeka.

”Y noueTKy 6ewwe Jloroc (Peu), u Jloroc 6ewe y bora, n Jloroc 6ewe bor. OH 6elie y noyeTKy y
bora.” OBo Hac yuu ga je Xpucrtoc, Pey boxuja, Kao CuH bBoxujn, pasnmuunta amyHoct og Oua, anu aa je
Nno CyWTUHM NAEHTMYAH U caBeyaH Ouy. [lakne, no cywTtnHu Xpuctoc je bor. “CBe Kpo3 Hbera nocrage,
n 6e3 Hbera HMWTaA He nocTage wWTo je noctano.” 3ajeaHo ca Ouem n lyxom CBeTum XpUCTOC yyecTsyje
y CTBapamy cCBera BuA/bMBOr U HeBugsbusor. ”Y Hbemy belwie KUBOT, U XuUBOT bewe cBeTnocT
wypuma.” Camo bor nma meoT y cebu, u jeanHo je OH n3Bop npasora XmBoTa. CamMo YoBEK Koju
yuyecTByje y ®unBoTy CnHa boxujera moxxe noctatm gete ceetnoctu (JosaH 12:36). "M csetnocr ceetnamn y
TamMu, U Tama je He oby3e.” OHO WITO je HAcynpoT XKMBOTY, je CMPT. XPUCTOC HUje CaMO WUCTUHCKMU
*ueot — CeeTtnoct, Beh OH Takohe He moxKe HBUTK NMOKOPEH oA cTpaHe Tame — cMpTU. bor He cTBapa
CMPT, HUTK je CMPT HUje cacTaBHK geo boxujer buha. CMpT HacTyna Kaga ce YoBek 04BOjM o4 bora Kao
’MuBoTa. BaH Xpucta kKao KmBoTa Hema npasBora ¥ueBota. CMpT je y CTBapu camo nocaeauua
0/,BOjeHOCTM YoBeKa og, bora. ”belue cBeTAOCT UCTUHUTA KOja obacjaBa cBaKora 4YoBeKa Koju A0/1a3u
Ha cBeT. Y cBeTy bele, u CBeT KPo3 kera Nocragae, U CBeT ra He no3Ha. Ceojuma gohe u cBoju ra He
npumuwe.” XpucToc Hyan UCTUHCKM XKMBOT CBAKOME YOBEKY, a/in Fa CBAKO He npuxsaTta. OHKU Koju ra
npuxsaTe he umaTn Hberosy cseTnocT. ”A OHMMA KOju ra npumMmuLLe aage BAacT aa byay yepa boxuja,
OHMMaA KOju Bepyjy Y ume Hberoso; Koju ce He poguiue o4 KPBU, HU Of, KeJbe TeNleCHEe, HU 04, XeJbe
MmyXKeB/beBe, Hero op, bora.” OHe Koju nocTaHy jeaHo ca Xpuctom he bor OTay, ycBOjuUTM Kao geuy
cBojy. To je TajHa oborkera(2 MeTtposa 1:4) 1 ycnHoB/beHa (Manatuma 4:4-7). To je TajHa 3ap06mjatba
WCTUHCKOT *XnBoTa. U Jloroc nocrage Teno u HactaHu ce mehy Hama U BUAECMO CNaBy HEroBy, C/1aBy
Kao JeguHopogHora oa Oua, nyH 6narogatm u uctuHe.” OBU CTUXOBM roBope Aa ce XpUcToc poamo
Kao caBpllieHW 4oBeK ucToBpemeHo ocTajyhu caspweHu Bor. Y3eo je Ha Cebe noTnyHy JbyAcKy
npupoay: Teno, Aywy, BO/by, EMOLMjA, Na YaK U CMPTHOCT, a/IM He U FpewHOoCT. “bora HUKO Huje BUAEO
HUKag; JeguHopogHu CuH Koju je y Hapydjy Oua, OH ra o6jasu.” CywTtrHa bora ce He moxe BUAETH,
HUTU HA BUNO KOjU HAYMH UCKYCUTU JbYACKMM YynMMa, anu ce npeko CuHa Boxkujera Koju je HKusor,
MOXKe nocTtath gete boxuje no 6raragatm n OCTBAPUTU UCTUHCKU KUBOT - BEYHM XKMBOT. Backpceme
XpUCTOBO HMje jeaHOCTaBHO camo Hberoso oXuMB/baBake. BacKpcerbe OTKpPMBA TajHY WMCTUHCKOT
KMBOTa, KaoO BeYHOra XMBOTA KOju ce ocTeapyje Yy 3ajegHuum ca borom Kpos CuHa Hberosa MUcyca
XpucTa. "W BacKpce y Tpehu gaH, u CBaKom Tesy OTBOPW NyT Yy BaCKpCere M3 MPTBUX, jep He bele
moryhe aga locnopgap KMBOTa byae ApXaH y CMPTU.” — YynTamMo MOAUTBY Ha ANTYpruju ce. Bacunuja
Benukora.

Y cBOjoj NpBOj NnocnaHMum anocTton JosaH rosopu o osome: ”“LLITo 6ewe op noyeTka, WTO CMO
4y/in, WITO CMO BMAENU OYMMA CBOjUM, LUTO CarneAacmMo M pyke Hawe onunawe, o Jlorocy (Peum)
uBoTta: u Xu1BOT ce jaBu, U BUAENN CMO, U CBEA0YMMO, U 06jaB/byjemo Bam YKMBOT BeUYHM, Koju
6ewe y Oua u jaBu ce Hama; LWLITo cmo BUAenn u yyam objaB/byjemo Bama ga M BM C HAMa Mmare
3ajeaHuMUy, a Halwa 3ajeaHuua je ca Ouem n ca CnHom werosum Ucycom Xpuctom ( 1 JosaHosa 1:1-
3). Oa 6u ce octBapuna 3ajegHMLUa ca borom Huje A4OBO/BHO CaMO MPUXBATUTU BacKpcere XpPUCTOBO
Ko UCTOPMjCKY YntbeHunuy. OBae ce pagm 0 ogpuuaky 04 eroMCTUYHOT KMBOTA, U NPUXBaTakby XpUCTa
kao MYTA, UCTUHE U XKUBOTA. [la 61 Xpucrtoc noctao Haw ¥uneoT, OH Mmopa NpBO Aa NOCTaHe Hall
nyT U Hawa McTuHa. MNModveTak ceera je Bepa y Xpucrta Kao CuHa borkujera, Cnacutesba, Kpo3 Kora 4Yosek
MOXKe nobeguTn HYKHOCT OBOra CBETa U UCMYHUTK CBOje Npu3Bakbe Aa KUBKU BeYHo. HacTaBak Te Bepe
CYy XPUCTO/NMKE BpauHe: sbybaB, nNpaBaa, CMEPHOCT, AapPeX/bMBOCT, MOpasHA 4YuMCToTa, muaocphe,
TPNE/bMBOCT, PEBHOCT Y BEPU U MOAUTBU, NOCT U MHOre gpyre. BpxyHay Te Bepe je cjeauntbere U
nocTajarbe jeaHo ca Xpuctom Kao usotom u CBetnoctu Kpo3 Mpuuyewhe. To je pasnor 3awTo nocne
npuyewhunBarba Ha Kpajy cBake Jlutyprmnje nesamo:” Buaecmo CBETAOCT UCTUHCKY, NnpuMUcMmo [yxa
Hebeckora.” Mpa3HUK Hag npa3HMuMma, BacKpc, HMje camo aaH Kaga ce cehamo Backpcerba XpucroBa
M Kaga npectajemo noctutn. To je paH Kaga ce noacehamo ga jeAMHU UCTUMHCKM KUMBOT KOju He
nognexe cMpth je y bory, n ga Tpeba ga 6yaemo aKTUBHU y4yecHMUM Y TOM HKUBOTY KpPO3 Cjeantberse
ca Xpuctom.



