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HEJEJ/bA O IAPUHUKY U ®PAPUCEJY (JIYKA 18:10-14)

10. JIea 4yoBeka yhomre y xpam ma ce mone bory, jenan dapucej a apyru napunuk. 11. @apucej craae u
MoJbalie ce y ceOu oBako: boxke, XBaja TH IITO HUCAM KAao OCTAJIM JbyIU: TpabJbUBIM, HEMIPABEIHHUIIN,
npeJbyOHUIIH HITH Kao OBaj napuHUK. 12. [TocTUM ABaIyT y CeIMHUIIN; ajeM JIECETaK Off CBEeTa IITO CTCKHEM.
13. A mapuHUK U37aNeKa crajaiie, ¥ He XTelle HA 0Yrjy Y3AUTHYTH Ha HeOo, HeTo ce Oujaiie y mpca cBoja
roBopehu: boxe, mmioctuB 6yau Mmenn rpemtHome! 14. Kaxkem Bam, oBaj OTHjIE ONpaBIaH JOMY CBOME, a
He OHaj. Jep cBaku Koju ceOe y3BUCYje oHM3Uhe ce, a Koju cede moHu3yje y3pucuhe ce.

Jla cxBaTWIHM IOPYKY OBE MpHUYE TIPBO CE MOPaMO TOJICETUTH KO ¢y (dapuceju u napuHuiy. dapuceju cy JeBpejcke
CeKTa, KOja c€ OJIUIMKOBaJla CTPUKTHUM JpkameM mponuca Crapo3aBetHor boxwujer 3akona. [lo Hexum
HUCTOpUYapHMa, y BpeMme yHumTema Jepycanuma 70A/l, 6uno ux je oko mect xuibaga. [Ipunaganu cy cpenmem
CTaJIeXy ¥ BEPOBAJIH Y 3arpOOHH JKMBOT, Ka0 U Y BacKpceme u3 MpTBHX. Cebe Cy cMaTpaiy 3a IpaBeTHHUKE, a FbUXOB
omHoc mpeMa bory je O6no umcTo neramuctruku. HbuxoBu npoTuBHUIM y JeBpejckoj ckynmuHHA - CHHEIPUOHY,
Canykeju, cy 6uim JeBpejcka aprcTOKpaTHja, 1 HUCY BEPOBAIH y 3arpoOHH KHUBOT, KA0 HH y BACKPCEHHE U3 MPTBHX.
3aHnMIBHBO je 1a cy ce Papuceju u Cagykeju caMo je[jaH jeIMHU IIyT CIOXKWIH, a TO je 0o TokoMm cyhema Hcycy
Xpucty. LlapuHuIH Cy 110 YTOBOPY CaKyIJbaJId TakCy 3a PuMcky ummiepujy. PuMibaHnnMa Cy mpenaBaii T0TOBOPEHY
CyMy, a CB€ CKYIIJbEHO IIPEKO Tora Cy MOTJIU J1a 3a1pke 3a cebe. Ca 003upoM Aa Cy y3UMald KOJHUKO CY XTelHd, OuiH
Cy OMpaKeHHU Koj 00M4YHuX Jbyau. Dapucej U HapUHUK yiase y Xxpam aa ce momoiie bory.

dapucej, Hau3IIIe MOYHHE CBOjy MOJIUTBY Ha 700ap HauuH: “XBaja Tu boxe” - 3a 3axBannouihy bory, anu
OHO IITO CIIE/IW je KIacHuaH MpUMEp caMOoy3AH3ama U caMOXBallcama Koje ynabasa yoBeka o1 bora. OH He Kaxe,
“IITO CH MU TIOMOTao Jia ce crmaceM oj oBUX rpexoBa”. OH Kaxke ~ ITO ja HHCAaM Kao OCTalld JbYIH, TPaOJbUBIH,
HeTpaBeIHUIH, pesbyOourHIM”. CBe IWITO je IOCTUTA0 OH MPHITUCYje ceOr, Kao HEelITO HITO je OH YPaaHuo CBOjUM
COTICTBEHUM cHarama. [la je BepoBao aa je To 3acimyra boxxuja, oH ce HHKaga He OM MOPEaNo ca IPYruM JbyauMa,
HUTH uX ocyhuBao, Beh Ou cebe Bumeo kao ciaabor yoBeka Koju je 3amrtuhern boxxujom mumomrhy. theros eromsam je
BHIIJBMB W 110 TOME IITO j& CTa0 y caM BPX Xpama, Oamr ucrpes onTtapa boxwujera, ma 6mo 6mo BumbuB. On CBUX
3aIoBeCTH Koje je bor 1ao yoBeky, OH ce XBaJlM TIOCTOM U JlaBambeM JIeCeTKa, Koje ¢y Hajnakiie. He cxBara jga moct u
JieceTaKk HUCY IIUJb caMH 1o ceOu, Beh camo opylje 3a tocTu3ame BUILET [UJba — YUIINCHA U 4yBakha YHCTOTE JbYICKE
nymre. IToct je TiIaBHO AyXOBHO opyhe MPOTHUB MOXOTE M TeJeCHE MOXyAe Koja Hajuenthe moiasu oX Tmpejenama u
onujama. JaBame JmeceT mpolieHaTa OJ CBEra IITO 3apajd je omer, AyXoBHO opyhe 3a O0pOy MpOTUB MOXJIEIE.
MehyTtum, 6€3 cMUpEHOT U MOKajaHoT cplia, MOCT U MHJIOCTHI-A HE JOHOCE TyXOBHE TI010BE, Beh Bojie Ka JyXOBHOM
€rom3My — ropJoCTH, Kao U ocyhuBamy npyrux. OBe 3amoBecTd Tpeba Ja MOMOTHY YOBEKY Ja CTEKHE CMHUPHILE,
nociyliama u Jby0aB npma boroM u npema jpyquiMa. YMECTO TOTa, OH HAKO MOCTH H Jaje AeCeTak: MP3H, U Mpe3upe
Jbyne u xBanu ce npen borom. Camo 3aTo mTo 3Ha J1a je 4OBEK y XpaMy LapuHHK, OH ce 3axBajbyje bory mro oH Huje
ka0 oBaj mapuHUK”. To TOBOpH Ja je Imeropa Aylia y CTBapu — OOJIECHA, M Ja TIOCT U JIeCeTaK Koje JPKH, My He
CITy’Ke Ha criaceme Aylie, Beh Ha JTyXOBHY IPOTAcT.

[apuHuK je 3a pa3inuKy o[ Bera cTajao "u3gajiexa’. Y 1ajbeH 011 0NTapa, morieaa o00peHor Ha AoJie, yaapalie
ce y IIpca ¥ IIOHaBJhallle caMo jeTHy MOJHUTBY: ~“borke, MutocTuB Oyau MeHH TpentHoMe”. To TOBOPH 11a je OH CBecaH
OTPEXOBJHCHOT CcTama merose ayire. OH He HaOpaja HU Jo0pa HU 3J1a Jiena, jep Bepyje na bor cBe 3Ha, M y31a ce He y
CBOje corcTBeHe cHare, Beh y musocT boxkujy. Xpucroc Ha To Kaxke Ja ~’oBaj OTHAE onpasiaH Kyhu cBojoj, a He oHaj”.
Hapuauk otuzae onpasnan kyhu, a He dapucej. 1 3aBpmaBa ['ocrion cBoje jeBanhesbe peunMa a ”cBaku Koju cede
y3BuUCYje moHusnhe ce, a koju cebe monm3yje, y3ucuhe ce”. Ko rox muciu ga cede mogurde npea borom u mpen
JbyuMa, TIoHmwKaBajyhu u ocylhyjyhu apyre jpyze, oH y cTBapH camor cebe noHmkasa npen borom. To je ymnpaso
y4arHUO 0Baj dapucej. OHaj KOju cebe MOHMKaBa, TO j€ OHAj KO TI03HA CBOjY MOHMKEHOCT KPO3 CBOjY OIPEXOBIHEHOCT.
To je oHaj KOju je CBECTaH CBOj€ TPEITHOCTH, K0 OBaj IAPUHHUK.

OBa mapaboria ce ympaBo 3aTO YuTa IMpeJa ModyeTak Benmwkor mocra, Kao jeHO OJ MPUIPEMHHUX
jeBanhespa. Jla Ou ce moaceTHIH Ja MOCT caM 1o ceOu HUje b, Beh camo jeTHo o1 cpelcTaBa 3a MOCTH3amhe NJba
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SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND PHARISEE LUKE 18: 10-14

In order to understand this Bible story properly, we should remind ourselves or what the roles of Publicans and Pharisees
were in Judean society at the time of Christ’s ministry. The Pharisees belonged to a Jewish sect, known for its strict
observance of religious ceremonies and practices, adherence to oral laws and traditions, and the coming of a Messiah. They
belonged to the middle-class of society, and also believed in an afterlife and the resurrection of the dead. They regarded
themselves as righteous people, and their relationship with God was purely legalistic. By certain historical records, at the
time of destruction of Jerusalem A.D. 70, there were around six thousand of them. Publicans were actually tax collectors
employed by Romans — occupiers of Judea at the time. They were obliged to pay an agreed amount to Romans, and
whatever was left to they were permitted to keep for themselves. They grossly overcharged people extorting money from
them. That’s the primary reason they’ve been despised and hated by their own people.

This Bible story talks about one Pharisee and one Publican coming to the temple to pray. The Pharisee
seemingly starts his prayer in the right way: “God, I thank you...”. What comes after that is a classical example of self —
exalting and self - praising, which drives a person further away from God. He doesn’t say: “God, thank you for helping me
to try my best to stay away from these sins”, he says: “ ....I am not like other men — extortionists, unjust, adulterers, or
even like this tax collector”. He attributes everything he achieved to himself, as something who has done all by his own
strength. If he believed that his achievements are done with God’s help, he would never compare other people to himself,
and would never despise other men. If he stopped thinking about himself as superior to others he would indeed see himself
as a very weak and sinful person, who is protected and shielded by God’s mercy. The place where he stood in the temple,
right in front of the altar, also indicates his lack of humility. Commandments about fasting and giving tithes are the easiest
ones, amongst all of the God’s commandments. That’s why he’s using these two commandments in his boastful exaltation.

He doesn’t understand that fasting and giving tithes are not the primary goals of someone’s faith. These are
merely instruments to achieve higher goals — cleansing and preserving a human soul. Fasting and giving tithes are the
primary weapons against the passions of lust and greed, which are mentioned by the Pharisee as adultery and extortion.
However, without a humble and repentant heart, these practices are not bearing fruits worthy of repentance (Matthew
3:8). They are actually worthless, and lead only to pride, and to judgment of others. Basically, spiritual disciplineis
useless, if afruitful life doesn’t follow. Following God’'s commandments will help a man to attain humility, generosity,
temperance, a wish to serve others and above anything else: love towards God and people. | nstead of achieving those
and many other virtues, which arereally “ fruits worthy of repentance”, the Pharisee who' s regularly fasting and giving
tithes: despises and hates other people, and boasts. Only because he knows that the other man in the temple is a tax
collector, he’s thanking God, that he’s “not like this tax collector”. That means: his soul is sick, and regardless of fasting
and giving tithes, he has ended up in spiritual blindness.

The tax collector prays to God in a totally different manner. He is standing far from the altar with eyes cast
downward. Beating his breasts, he’s repeating only one prayer:” Lord, be merciful to me a sinner”. This clearly shows
awareness of the sinful state of his soul. He doesn’t quote his deeds — good or bad, because he believes that God knows
everything, and puts all of his hopes not in his own strength, but in God’s mercy. That’s the moment when Jesus Christ says
that: “ This man went down to his house justified rather then the other”. The tax collector went down to his house justified,
not the Pharisee. This is an important lesson for us: we must not only pray continually, but we must first acknowledge our
sin. Prophet Isaiah confirms that: ”Declare your sins first, that you must be justified” (Isaiah 43:26).

Our Lord concludes this Gospel with words:” For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who hates
himself will be exalted.” Whoever wants to exalt himself before God and people by humiliating and judging them will in
fact humiliate himself before God. That’s exactly what the Pharisee did. On the other hand, a person who humiliates himself
is a person who recognizes his own humility through his sinfulness. That is a person who is aware of his sinful soul, and
puts all of his trust and hopes into God’s hands, just like the tax collector. Through him we learn what is said in the Bible:
“The righteous is the accuser of himself” (Proverbs 18:17)

We read this parable in the forth week before the beginning of the Great lent. That’s how we slowly start preparing
for fasting seven weeks before Easter. This parable is dedicated to those who trust in themselves and who do not attribute
everything to God. Pride, presumption, arrogance, vainglory, and also judging, despising and hating others are all the
offshoots of self-love. For Orthodox Christians who hold fasts, this Gospel bears the message that holding the
commandments of God will bring us closer to Him, but there should not be room for pride within our souls. That is why the
Church tells us to begin all our prayers with “God cleanse me a sinner and have mercy upon me”. We say that three times
before we start any private or public prayer, to prevent praying with ourselves as the Pharisee did. That will help us to
approach God as the tax collector, recognizing our detachment from Him, so that we may praise Him properly and give
thanks to Him for everything.



