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HEJEJ/bA O BJIYIHOM CHUHY (JIYKA 15,11-32)

HeMa 4yoBeka koju HUje yyo 3a npuuy o baygHoMm cuny. OBo jeBaHhesbe ce ynTa y Tpehy Hene/by npe
noyeTka Backpiuuwer nocra. Ha BeoMa jegHocTaBaH HauuH ['ocnos, HaM OTKpuUBa KoJiMKa je Fberosa
Jby0aB, CTpIJbele M INpallTamke [peMa CBaKOM 4YOBEKY. JaCHO je Ja 4YOBeK y OBOj mapabosiv
npejctaB/ba bora, a iBa clHa cy: YOBEK NpaBeaH U YoBeK rpeiiaH. OAHOCHO, CTapHUjU MpeJcTaB/ba
CBe NIpaBeiHMKe a MJahu cBe rpelHrKe. Muiahu cMH Tpaxku Jia ce 10JieJIM U OBOjU OJ1 O11a U CTapujer
opaTa. OH He KpaJie, HUTU TPaXKU OHO IITO My He IpUnaza, Beh Tpaxku 0JI0OBUHY cBora HacJieha koje
he My jegHor JaHa cBakako NMPUNAcTH. XPUCTOC He TOBOPH 3alUTO MJahu CUH OJJ1a3U "y 3eMJby
Jlaneky”, 1 TaMO pacuna ’CBe CBOje MMame >XUBehu pasBpaTHo”. Muaau /by Hajueuthe HeMajy
CTpIJbEHa U CMUPEHA, U He JKeJle HU MaJio Jia yekajy. Camo 360r HeMOryhHOCTH /a ce Makap MaJio
cayeka, Jo6pe >KMBOTHeE 1LIIaHCe 4YeCTo OMBajy ynpomnauiheHe. Musiahu cuH je 610 He3peo, HeCrocobaH
Jla KOHTpPOJIMIIIE CBOje KeJbe U HeclIpeMaH /ija yIpaBJba CTBapUMa Koje je J0610. Je JHOCTaBHO PeYeHo,
HUje 6MO ClpeMaH Jia NPpUMH HacJIe[[CTBO Koje je Ao6u0. Y opurvHajHoM Tekcty HoBora 3aBeTta,
rpuka ped “ousia” kKoja OBJe 03HauyaBa HACJEeACTBO OYKBaJIHO Cce NMpeBOAM Kao “cymThHa”. To
O3HayaBa Jla Y0BeK Jlo6uja o bora y HaciecTBO c1060iHY Bo/by U pa3yM. Kao v npBu 4yoBek AzjaMm,
MJIah¥ CUH KOPHUCTH OBe AapoBe Jia 6U ce MOOYHUO U oiBOjuo oA, bora. Oaa3ak y “"3eM/by AajieKy”
3Ha4u o/iBajambe of bora. Kaj je yoBek Muiaf, 3/ipaB, NyH GU3HUUYKe CHAre U eHepruje, U y3 CBe TO jollI
Y COIMjaTHO OCUTYPaH, OH HajMare MUC/IM Ha bora v Ha Be4YHU KMBOT. bor ce y MJ1a/loCcTH Z10’k1BJ/baBa
Kao HEKO KO OrpaHMYaBa, ClipevyaBa M MOCTaB/ba HEKAKBe 3abpaHe U OrpaHUYerha Ha MJIaJlalauku
Ha4yWMH XUBOTA. Pe3ysitaT ogBojeHOCTH 0/, bora je yBeK UCTH KO/, CBaKOra YOBeKa: IPOCUIIakhe CBOora
uMama xxuBehu pa3BpatHo. Kajja ce 4yoBeK NpenycTy NUjaHCTBY, THEBY, pacUNamwy, 6JyAy U JpyTruM
CTPaCcTUMa, cJ1060/IHA BOJbA U JbYACKH pa3yM I'ybe CBojy BpeAHOCT. HoBeK MocTaje pob CBOjUX CTPACTH
Y CaB CBOj *KUBOT CBOJIM Ha TeJieCHa 3a/l0BOJbCTBA. MehyTuM, yBek Jjohe TpeHyTak Kazia ce YOBEKY
orajie cBa 3eMaJbCKa M TeJieCHa 33/10BoJbCTBA. To je ocehaj ka/ja YoBeK OCeTH Jia je yMOpaH, OCTaBJ/bEH,
ycaMJbeH, 6e3 npujaTesba U 6e3 MKakBe HaJle. To je MOMeHAT Ka/la YOBEK He MOxke Jja poHabe cMucao
»KMBOTA M CMHCAO0 CBOTA MTOCTOjamba. JeBaHhesbe TO onucyje Kajja Mahu CUH NOCTaje cayra KoJi ropera
o/, cebe, KaJila MOCTaje CBUMAp TyhuUx cBUMaA. [J1aZ Koje je 3aBjafazia y ~AajieKOj 3eM/bU’ je
nocJjeauia oacycTBa bora v KOHCTaHTHOT pebuBaba y rpexy. ['/ia/] je Banaj Aylie Koja Tako Moka3yje
Ja tpaxu bora. To je ocehaj koju MOry OCETUTH M /bYW KOjU He TJIayjy TeJIECHO, KOjU KUBe Yy
CBaKaKOM M300MJbY. Je/iliHa XpaHa Koja MOXe Jja yTOJIU Ty BPCTY IJIa/i1 je XpaHa Koja BOJHU Y }KUBOT
BeuHHU - caM Xpucrtoc. 3aTo je LlapctBo Hebecko y jeBanhesby onrcaHo kao ro36a, Beuepa, CBazi0a,
Tpre3a... YoBeK KOju 0ceTH TaKBY BPCTY IJIaZiv, MU CXBATH /1A je HA OTPELIHOM YTy, M0JIAKO NM0YHHbe
Ja ce okpehe ka bory, 6am kao u MJjiahu CUH KOju Jos1a3u ce6u. Jla 6u AoHes 0 "poj A0CTOjaH
nokajawa” (Martej 3:8), nokajarbe Mopa 6UTH KoMmIieTHO. OHO WITO cjleJU Yy OBOM jeBaHbesby je
JIEKI[Mja KaKo MoKajame KoJi YoBeKa mpoJia3u Kpo3 ¢ase Aa 6u 6usio kommieTHo. 1) "A kazg gobe
ce6u” je npBa ¢asza, 0JHOCHO MOYETaK NoKajawka Myaher cuHa. YoBek Koju npebuBa y rpexy He >KMBHU
y cebu, Beh BaH cebe, 3aTO LITO Ce rpex yce/baBa y YOBeKa U Npey3uMa YMTaBO HeroBo Ouhe.
(Ynopeautu ca Pumsbanuma 7:17-24). OBo je AyxoBHO Gyhere YoBeKa, KaJjla CxBaTa /ia HAYUH Ha
KOju >XMBU HeMa HUKaKBOT cMuciaa. 2)Crneseha dasa je npoHanaxkewe HOBe HaZle Koja UCHyHaBa
yoBeka: "Ko/JIMKO HajaMHMKa y OLia Mojera MMajy xjie6a ucyBuile, a ja ymupem oj riaagu!”. Haga
YOBEKY /laje LIaHCy /a IPOMEHU HEKe CTBapH Y CBOM XXUBOTY. XJieb 0BJle CHMBOJIMILE caMora XpUcCTa.
3)Tpehu cTeneHuK je yHyTpallllbe OKajamwe, Kajla OH caM cebu kaxke: "U BUIIe HUCAM J0CTOjaH Ja
ce Ha30BeM TBOjUM CMHOM”. KoHayHO cMo3Haje /la je MOrpeliydo, U CxBaTa /Ja je U3ryouo CBoje
CUHOBCTBO. 4)YeTBpTH CTeneHUK je ¢pa3a KaZjla YOBEK MOpa HELITO U Jia ypaJ U 10 TOM NUTawy. Muiahu
CUH TO YMHHU KaJia ycTaje U Kpehe ony. To mpejacTaB/ba keroBo GU3NUYKO OJCTyNak€e OJ TPexa, jep
HanyITa npehaiikby HAYUH XKUBOTA, Tj. 0/lJ1a3y U3 Te "JajieKe 3eMJbe”.

"A Kap je joil moAaJsieko 61O, yrie/a ra otal beros....”. OBAe BUAUMO Jla 0Tal, o4HOCHO bor, He
yeKa NacUBHO Jja My 4oBek npube. YnumweHuna ja je muaher cvHa yrjezao jou usjaneka roBopHu o




TOMe Jla OH HEIIPeKUIHO IJIeja U OYeKyje [ja ce leroB CUH 10jaBU Ha XOpU30HTY. To je oTal Koju ce
cakasbeBa, TPUM Ka CUHY, I'pJiM ra U Jbyou. 5)OHJja My ce CMH UCIIOBE/a, U IPU3HAje CBOjy TPELIKY U
CBOjy HeZ0OCTOjHOCT. To je meTH CTENEHUK Yy OKajawy, U To ce goraha kpo3 CBeTy TajHy UCIOBECTH
KpO3 KOjy MU UCIIOBeZlaMo CBoje rpexe. Kazia ce nmokajatbe KOHa4YHO KOMIIJIEHO, OTal, My U 3BaHUYHO
Bpaha cTaTyc cuHa. Hajsieniua xa/bMHa Kojy oTal, cTaB/ba Ha CHHA CUMBOJIMLIE TPABeJHOCT U YUCTOTY
KOjy 4oOBeK 3aZo06uja kputeweM. [IpcTeH Koju oTal cTaB/ba CUHY MpeJCTaB/ba MPUIALHOCT
oapebeHoj mopoauuy, y oBoM ciaydajy geunud boxkujoj, cuHoBMMa Ona Hebeckora Kpo3 XpHCTa,
xpuwhanuMa. CtaB/babe 0oOyhe Ha Hore oO3HayaBa XOJake, OJHOCHO >XKUBOT IO |eBaHhesby
(Edecuuma 6:15).

MebyTumMm, npouec noMupewna 0BMM jolll HUje 3aBpiieH. OTal Hapehyje /ja ce 3aKoJ/be yrojeHo
TeJle, [a ce jesie U Becesu. MyIlIKO Tesie Koje ce TOBUJIO >KMTOM Ce IPUHOCUJIO Kao KPBHA XPTBa y
JepycanuMckom xpamy. OBo rOBOpHU Jla YOBEKOBO MOKajame caMo M0 ce6U HUje N0BOJbHO, Beh Halle
u3Mupeme ca borom 3axteBa U XpHUCTOBY KPTBY Ha KPCTY. TeJie yrojeHo »KUTOM, CUMBOJIMIIe XpUCTa
Kao eBXapHUCTHjCKU XJ1e6, Tj. mpudelthe Koje ce pa3zaje Ha JINTypruju. KomMmmnieTHO ¥ noTnyHO
u3Mupewe bora U yoBeka ce jorama camo Kpo3 CBeto [Ipuuenihe, kajia yoBeKk mocraje jeHO ca
XpucToM, U Tako cjejubeH ca XpUCTOM OHBa ycBOjeH Kao cMH boxwuju. EBxapucrtujcka pagocr je
MOMeHaT Ka/ia 4YoBek nobehyje cMpT cjejumwemeM ca boroM. 3aTo oTan ¥ Kaxke: "CUH Moj 6ellle MpTaB,
v 0kuBe”, jep je oaBajameM o bora yoBek AyX0BHO MpPTaB, a ca borom »kuBu BeuHo. /lyXxoBHa CMPT je
jenvHa nmpaBa cMpT. OBUM ce npurya He 3aBpiuaBa. CTapuju CUH KOjU NpeJCTaB/ba IpaBelHUKE, OHE
KOju 4YUTaB CBOj XXUBOT MpoBoje y3 bora, ce HUje paZjoBao MoBpaTKy cBor 6pata. He »xenu nga
y4ecTByje Ha ro30H Kojy je oTal, npupeauo 36or noBpaTka Mjaaher cuna. Mehytum, bor oz Hac Tpaxu
Jla ce paZlyjeMo 4akK M KaJia ce HajrOpU IpelllHUK NokKaje. Kpo3 ctapujer cuHa bor ynosopasa ey zie Koju
1ocJjie A0CTa BpeMeHa y LpKBY MOYHY Jla caMU cebe mporJaliaBajy npaBeJHuMa. To yBek BoAU Ka
HeMawy MUJIOCTU NpeMa ApYyruMa, IoroToBO rpeuHUuLuMa.

"ETO, CJAy>XMM Te TOJIMKO TOJWHA, WU HUKAJ He MNpeCcTyNuX 3amnoBecT TBOjy.” Cy pedyu
caMoMNporJallleHor paBe/IHMKA, a He 0KajaHor rpeliHuKa. lllTa je oBaj cTapuju CMH CBe BpeMe paiuo
y3 oua? OH je y cTBapH Taj KOju je 3a BpeMe OZCycTBa MJaher 6paTa pasiuo Ha UMamy U TOBHO TO
yrojeHo TeJie, Koje he ce mojectu Ha ro36u. OBOo CHMBOJIMILIE CBE OHE KOjU Cy pPeJOBHU Ha
borociayxemwenMa, 6e3 Kojux JIuTypruja He 64 MorJia Jja ce CIy»H, 6e3 kojux EBxapucTtujcka »xpTBa
He 6u MorJia a ce y3Hece. be3 sbyau l[pkBa He 6u MorJia ia ocToju, jep JIUTpyruja He 61 MorJia Ja
ce cayxu. OBZie je MHTepecaHo Jla oTal| U Ka/ja je Y MUTamy CTapUju CUH, U3J1a3H, OAHOCHO nokpehe
ce, la ce mocTapa 4 o keMy. /lakJie, oTal, yBeK akTUBHO TPaXky OHE KOju ce oMUYy 0[] iera. To ce u
JlaHac fjoraha kpo3s Xpucta, u XpuctoBy LIpkBy, uiTo Xpuctoc ¥ noTBphyje kaja roBopu anocroarma”
Koju Bac npuma, MeHe MpUMa; a Koju npuMa MeHe, mpuMa OHora Koju Me je nocsaao”. (Matej 10:40).
Be3 0631pa Ha HecaBPIIEHOCT JbYAHU KOjU cy yHyTap LipkBe U yyecTByjy Ha 6orocayxewnma, bor ux
U JlaJbe BUJM Kao: Jely, poJ u3abpaHy, LJapCKO CBELITEHCTBO, HApO/J, CBETH, HapoJ, 3aj06ujeH (1.
[lerpoBa 2:9). Anoctos [laBsie cBe koju jJieo llpkBe, ma U OHe HecaBplleHe, HasMBa ’cBeTHMA”
(®Pununsbanuma 1:1). 3aTo oTal y 0BOj IPUYM U KaxKe cTapyjeM cUHY "YeJl0, TU CH cBarja ca MHOM, U
cBe Moje jecTe TBOje”. 3aTo Ha JIuTypruju yyjemo peuu: "CBeTurbe cBeTrMa’ . OBO ce 0JHOCU Ha XpUCTa
- CBeTHY KOjU Ce pa3jaje Kpo3 npuyelihe npucyTHHMMA - CBETUMA.

Jlaksie, oBa jeBaHhesicka mpyya HAC He Y4M caMo O NOKajamwy, Beh U 0 TOMe KaKo ce MoKajame
npuMa. Takohe Hac nozaceha ga 6e3 063upa KOJIMKO CMO IyT0 U YeCTO y LIPKBY, [ia Ce He TOPAXUMO U Jia
ce pajiyjeMo CBAaKOM YOBEKY KOju ce BpaTH Y 3arpJsbaj boxuju, jep To je Hail 6paT Koju "MpTaB Gellle,
Y 0’KMBe; U U3ry0JbeH Oelile, U Hahe ce.” He cmemo 3a6opaBuTH Aa bor ” Hehe fja ko npomnajiHe HO A
ce cBU Nokajy”. (2. [lerposa 3:9)

[TocT HUje caMo BpeMe NoKajaka, Beh 1 BpeMe Jja ce oJICETUMO Ha HeM3MepHY Jby6aB boxujy
npeMa 4OBeKY, U /la OJATOBOPUMO Ha BEYHU NPU3MB Jja NOCTAHEMO HEroBa Jela Kpo3 0060XKeme.
HajBule 3Bame Koje 4OBEK MOXKe /ia 3a/l001je y 0BOM CBeTY je Jla nmoctaHe cuH boxuju. To u jecte
Bpahame 6syaHor cuHa Oy He6eckoM, M MTOHOBHO 3a/100U1jarbe 3Bamba CUHA.



. ,_\ SAINT SAVA PRO-CATHEDRAL

4 SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
" METROPOLITANATE OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

THE PRODIGAL SON (LUKE 15:11-32) Restoring our sense of belonging through repentance

This Gospel is read on the third Sunday before the beginning of the Great Lent called the Sunday of the
Prodigal Son. In a very simple way, God reveals His love, patience and forgiveness towards every single
man. It is very clear that “ a certain man” in this parable represents God the Father. The older son
represents all righteous people, and the younger son represents all sinners. The younger son is asking
for his half of the inheritance, and wants to go a separate way from his father and his brother. He was
not stealing, or taking anything that wasn’t already coming to him. Christ doesn’t explain why this
young man goes to “a far country” and “wastes his possessions with prodigal living”. Even Greek
philosophers, thousands of years ago were writing about how young people lacked patience, respect
and had difficulty waiting for good things. Little has changed today. Because of the impatience of youth,
many good things for which they should have waited get ruined. Here we see the younger son,
immature, unable to control his desires, and unable to manage his resources. Simply said, he wasn’t
prepared to wait to receive the inheritance he claimed. In the original text of the New Testament, the
Greek word “ousia” used here to describe the younger’s son inheritance as “portion of goods”, could
be literally translated as “essence”. That indicates man receiving his free will and his rational mind
from God. As Adam did in Eden, the younger son uses these possessions to rebel against his father. The
“far country” represents life in separation from God. Today, many young and healthy people, full of
physical strength and energy, living in a socially secure society, don’t think much about God and eternal
life. During youth, God is usually perceived as someone who forbids, prohibits, controls and put limits
on a youthful way of life. Separation from God always gives the same result: wasting our possessions
with prodigal living. When we immerse ourselves and give in to our bodily desires, our free will and
our rational mind looses its value. It is very easy for a man to become a slave of his own addictions,
and to downgrade his own life to physical satisfaction. That kind of life cannot last forever, because
eventually every man starts to be tired, alone, abandoned, without true friends and without any hope.
That’s the moment when a man struggles to find a real purpose of his own existence and to discover
the meaning of life. The Gospel describes that moment, when the prodigal son starts serving someone
who’s much worse than he is. That is the moment when he starts feeding someone else’ s swine to
survive. Hunger, which started in that “far country”, is the direct result of God’s absence and because
of the young man’s constant life in sin. Through hunger our souls cry after God. People who are not
physically hungry can have that feeling also. The only food, which can satisfy that kind of spiritual
hunger, is food that leads to everlasting life - Jesus Christ. There is no accident that the Heavenly
Kingdom is described in the New Testament like: feast, wedding, supper, .... When a man starts feeling
that kind of hunger, and realizes he is on the wrong path, he will slowly begin to turn towards God, just
like the prodigal son did. What follows in the Gospel, is a lesson about repentance that is happening
in a few stages. 1) “When he came to himself” is the beginning of repentance of the younger son. He
needed first to come to himself, because a person immersed in sin is living outside his true self. (See
Romans 7:17-24). This is a spiritual awakening of a man, when he realizes that the life he lives has no
meaning. Great despair usually follows together with the question:” What now?” 2) The next phase is
finding a new hope: “ How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I
perish with hunger!”. The bread symbolizes Christ. A new hope gives man a chance to change
something in his life. 3) The third step is inner repentance, when he confesses everything to himself:
“I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” He finally accepts mistakes he made, realizing his loss
of sonship. 4) The forth phase is when a man has to do something about his problem, because
realization is not enough for a repentance to be completed. In this case, the prodigal son gives up his
previous way of life by leaving that “far country”. In the Gospel that is symbolically described: “And he
arose and came to his father”.

“But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him....” We can see here that father/God,
doesn’t wait passively for his younger son/man to come to him. The fact that he saw his younger son




while he was still a great way off is telling us that God constantly and actively waits for his son to
appear on the horizon. That is the father who doesn’t ask for any explanations, but runs to meet his
son, hugs him and kisses him. 5) This the moment when the prodigal son confesses his sins and his
unworthiness to his father. That is the fifth step in repentance, and today this happens during the Holy
Sacrament of Confession through which we confess our sins to God.

After his repentance was completed, the father restores him as his son: The robe signifies
righteousness granted by baptism (Isaiah 61:10), the ring is family identity and the sandals refer to
walking according to the gospel (Ephesians 6:15). Only a completed confession makes a new beginning
for a repentant sinner. Through completed repentance we are restored as children of God -
CHRISTIANS, sons and daughters of our Heavenly Father through His only Son, Jesus Christ.

But, the process of restoration doesn’t end here. The father says to his servants to bring a fatted
calf and kill it, to eat and be merry. This animal is a male calf raised on wheat in preparation for use as
areligious offering. As the reconciliation of the prodigal son was not complete without the sacrifice of
the calf, so man’s reconciliation and restoration with God is not by his repentance alone, but by Christ
offering Himself on the cross. The festive dining on an animal “formed from wheat” is a clear reference
to our partaking of the Eucharistic bread. Complete and full reconciliation between God and a man is
happening through Holy Communion, when a man becomes one with Christ, and united with Christ
adopted as a son of God. Eucharistic festivity is the moment when a man through union with God
conquers death. That is the reason the father says: “For this my son was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.” Separation from God leads to spiritual death, on the other hand union with God leads
to eternal life. Spiritual death is the only real and eternal death.

This is not the end of the story. The older son who represented righteous people, those who
spent many years serving God, wasn’t rejoicing when his brother returned. He didn’t want to
participate in the feast their father prepared to celebrate the return of his younger son. However, God
asks us to rejoice when even the most blamable man on the earth is called to repentance. Through the
older son, God is sending a message to the people who after a certain period of time spent in the
Church, start to proclaim self-righteousness. That leads to a lack of mercy towards other people,
especially towards sinners. “Lo, these many years I have been serving you; [ never transgressed your
commandment at any time...” are the words of a self - proclaimed righteous man, not of a repentant
sinner. What was this older son doing beside his father all this time? He is actually the one who fatted
the calf, which will be eaten at the feast. This man symbolizes all those faithful people who regularly
worship, whose presence makes Liturgy and Eucharistic sacrifice possible. There is no Church without
people. People are actually the Church.

Here we can see that father always actively seeks those who stray. He also goes out to take care
of his older son. Today, that is happening through Christ and His Church. Jesus confirms that by saying:
“He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.” (Matthew
10:40). Regardless of the imperfection of people who belong to the Church and participate in worship,
God is still considering them as His own children, royal priesthood, holy nation (1 Peter 2:9). The
apostle Paul calls all Christians, including imperfect ones, “saints” (Philippians 1:1). Even when he is
not rejoicing the return of his brother, his father is still addressing him as son: “ Son, you are always
with me, and all that I have is yours.” During the Holy Liturgy we hear words: “Holy to the Holies”. This
relates to Christ who is giving Himself as a Communion to the people.

This parable is teaching us not only about repentance, but also about how God is accepting our
repentance. Regardless of how long and how often we worship, we are also warned against self - pride.
Instead of gloating, we should rejoice about every man returning to our Heavenly Father, because that
is our brother or sister who was “dead and is alive again” and who “was lost and is found”. We should
watch over our sins, and never forget that the Lord is “ not willing that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9). Also the time of the Great Lent is not only a time for
repentance, bit it is also a time to think about God’s immense love towards humans, and to answer
positively to His constant calling to become His children through deification. The highest calling a man
can achieve in this life is to become a child of God. If we stray from God, we can always return as the
prodigal son and God will restore our sonship.



