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HEZE/bA MO EOrOJABJbEH:Y (MATEJ 4:12-17)
~MMOYETAK XPUCTOBE MUCUNIE"

A xana gy Hcyc na je JoBan mpenan, otune y [amunejy. W ocraBusmu Hazaper, nohe u Hactanu ce y Kanepnaymy npumopckome, y
KpajeBuMa 3aBYJIOHOBAM W HedTaanmMoBuM, Ja ce MCIYHH INTO je pekao mpopok Mcauwja rosopehu: ” 3emiba 3aByJOHOBA U 3eMJba
Hedranmumona, Ha myTy Ka Mopy ¢ oHe cTpaHe JopaaHa, ["anuieja He3HaOOkKauKa; HApOJ KOJU CEIM Y TaMH, BUIE CBETJIOCT BEIHUKY, U
OHMMa KOjH cefie y 00JlacTH M CEeHIM CMPTH, cBeTiocT 3acuja.” On Taga moye Mcyc nponoBenaru u rosoputu: Ilokajte ce, jep ce

npubmxmio LapcTBo HEOecKo.

Tocnox Mcyc Xpucroc novnme CBOjy MUCH]jY Kaja je 94yo Ja je
JoBan yramuuuen. Yekao je na JoBaH npBu nocsenouu o themy,
 1a npunpemu Hapo 3a tberoso Jepanhesbe. Ha camom moueTky
CBOje MucHje XPHCTOC OJTa3H Y KpajeBe IIe KUBE HE3HA00XKIIU
OJTHOCHO OHM KOju HHUCY JeBpeju. OBO je HEKOIHMKO BEKOBa IIpe
Xpucra HajaBuo npopok Ucanja. ['anmieja Huje Onna HacesbeHA
camo JeBpejuma, Beh m maraHmMa, ma ce 3aTO Ha3WBa 3eMJba
"nanux”. [laraHu KOju Cy TaMO >KHBEIH HHCY IO3HaBaIH
npasora bora, Beh cy ce xiamaiy pasHUM HIOJNUMA, U CAMHM
TuM mpebuBanu y tamu. Hacramyje ce y Kamepraymy mro y
npeBoy 3Hauu oM yrexe”, jep ce Cun boxuju paha kao qoBek
na 6w on maraHckux Hapoaa HaunHuo LlpkBy — mom [lyxa
Yremmuresba. CBetu [yx koju he na IlegecetHuny cuhiu Ha
arocrojie ce Ha3uBa YTemuresb . XPUCTOC CBOjJY MHCH]jY
MOYHI-E HA TEPUTOPHjU KOjy Cy HaceJbaBasia JeBpejcxa TieMeHa
3aByJ'IOHOBa n Hedramumosa. 3aBynon
3Hayn “HOohHW’, a Hedrammm “mmpuna”. To
OTHCYje KUBOT JbYIH KOjH He T03Hajy bora,
jep OHM XOJe MPa4YHUM U IIHPOKHM IyTeM
Koju Boau y mpomact. Ca apyre ctpase, myT
KOjH BOJH KA BEYHOME JKMUBOTY j€ y3aK.

OBo jemanhesbe HaM  OTKpHBa
pasnor 3amro ce bor yommTe M jaBHO
sbynuma. OBJE jaCHO BUAMMO Ja YHTaB
JBYJACKH pOI cefin y TaMu” Uy ~00JacTu U
cenuy cmptu”’. HemoryhHoct na ce n3basu
0]l CMPTH CTaBJba YOBEKA Y POTICKH I0JI0KA].
To je mocnenuna rpexa, jep rpex oxBaja ol
bora u Bogu y IyXoBHY cMpT. YOBeK KOjU
cequ y TaMH, HE MOXE HHMINTA Ja BUIHM. 3a
4yoBeKa KOjH He 1mo3Haje bora, Hema HUKaKBe
CBETJIOCTH Y JKHBOTY, jep ce Iocie TeJecHe
cMpTH HUIITA He Hasupe. To je )kuBoT 06e3 Haze. 3ato ce bor paha
Kao YOBEK, YMHpE Ha KPCTY, U BackpcewmeM mobdehyje cmpr. YV
XpHUCTOBOM BacKpcemhy M3 MPTBUX je Halla Haja. 3aTo je
BoroyoBex Xpucroc Ta ’CBETIOCT BeJMKa” KOjy HE3HAOOIIIH
Tpeba na Buze. McroBpemeHo, XpUCToc He Mokasyje camo cede,
Beh OH ocBeTJpaBa M camora doBeka. Omoryhyje My na BUAM
CBOj€ cple, qylly, cBoje yHyTpaume Ouhe. OH 4oBeKy rmokasyje
caB y)kac rpexa, yXac CMpPTH M pa3o0iinuaBa YOBEKOBO MaJio
CTame Koje je mocieauna oasojenocta o bora. To je MomeHat
Kaja 4oBeK Tpeba Jla ce IoKaje M OKpeHe Ka Xpucry. 3aro
XpucTOoBa IPOIIOBEA U TIOUMILE ca MoKajameM. [IpBe peun koje
ynyhyje u4oBewaHctBy cy ympaso. “llokajre ce jep ce
npubmxuio [apcrBo Hebecko”. Tamo rae je Xpucroc, Tamo je
IlapctBo HeOecko. [lokajameM Mpe3nupeMo rpex ¥ CMPTHOCT KOjH
Cy y Hama, U TIOYMHEMO J1a CIIETUMO XprcTa He kKao poboBH, Beh
Kao Omha HaMemeHa 3a BEYHOCT.

U mTo je HajBakHUje, TOBOPU YOBEKY Ja OJIBOjEHOCT
on bora, npebuBame y cTpaxy o CMpTH, Ka0o U caMa CMPTHOCT,
HUCY HEIITO HOPMAJIHO M MpPUPOIHO, Beh HEmTo cacBUM
HENPHUPOAHO IITO Jo0Jjia3d Kao mnocieaunna rpexa. CBojum
jeBanhessem, oH monceha doBeka &ma je CTBOpEH 3a BEYHOCT.
YoBeK KOju TO MIPUXBATH U CIIO3HA MTOYUEHE /1A U3JTa3H U3 ~'TaMe
u cenke cMptr”. Kpo3 Xpucra Tpeba mpBo 1a Cro3Ha CBOje majio
CTame, J1a ce ToKaje,  Oa ce cienyjyhm Xpucra y3amrHe Ka
HapctBy HEOECKOM.

Jo nomacka XpuCTOBOTa, OBaj YNTAB CBET JICKH y TAMHU
u cvptu. Opn Xpucra, MU TIOHOBO OTKPHBaMmo IIITa j& CMHCA0
HallleT )XMBOTa Yy OBOMe cBeTy. Mu caza 3Hamo z1a Hac je ['ocrion
ctBopuo na 6u umanu BEUHU XUBOT. HberoBa mucuja y
OBOME CBETYy je Ja 4OoBeKy Bparu OecMmpTHocT. CBe mTO je
Xpucroc TIPOTIOBE/IA0 H PAJIHO Y OBOME CBETY, je na Ou "yoBeky
ocurypao 6ecMpTHOCT. 3aT0 1 ocHHBA L[pKBY CBOjY
Yy OBOME 3eMaJbCKOM CBETYy U Jaje joj CpeacTBa aa
YOBEKYy OCHUTypaBa BedHM kHMBOT. CBaka
Oorociy’)kOeHa paama, CBaka MOJHTBA, CBaka
ped.......cBe TO Tpeba na BoIu Ka XPHUCTY, U Kpo3
Xpucra ka bory Omy. McroBpemeno, ce Tpeba 1a
nojiceha 4oBeKa Ha HETOBO Y3BHILICHO NPHU3BAIbE.
Ha nmpumep, "Wxe xepyBuMH~ KoOje CIIylIamo Ha
CBaKoj JMTpYruju Tpeba na noxaceha yoBeka na je
BHUIIM OJ1 aHljena, 4ak Y3BHIICHUJU U O] XEPYBUMA.
HapaBHo, TO je HpH3UB YOBEKOB, KOjU YOBEK IO
CB0jOj c10001HO] BOJBM Tpeba J1a ucmyHH, jep Hehe
XpHucToc HAKOTa Ha CHITy HaTepaTH Jja >KUBH BEUHO.

Manac je mHoro jpymu koju Hehe Xpucra
Wako WM OH Hyaun OecMptHOCT. CaBpeMeHO
JpYLWITBO YMHU OTPOMHE HANOpe Ja MCKOPEHU Yy
YOBEKy OHO IITO je OokaHcko. MopepaH cBer je
yOuIia Be4HOCTH y YoBeKy. [la Ou ce caBpeMeHH YOBEK IITO 00Jbe
YKJIOIIMO Yy MOTPOLIAYKO JIPYIITBO, U3 HErOBOT Cplia ce Mopa
unrgynati ocehame BEUHOCTH M YeKbYy 3a BeuHolrhy. JenuHa
PeaJHOCT Koja My Ce JIJaHac Hy.H je 0Baj BUIJbUBU MaTEePHjaITHU
cBer. OcTaje Ha CBAKOM YOBEKY Jia 110 CBOjOj CJIO0O0HO) BOJHH
o/utyun Kako he na npuxsaru cebe. YoBek Koju mpuxBaTu cede
HCKJbYYMBO KaoO MaTepHjajHO M cMpTHO Ouhe craBipa cebe y
paHr rainuiejckux He3HaOoxkara, u mocalyje cebe y “tamy u
ceHky cMmpTu.” be3 Xpucra oBaj cBeT ce NpeTBapa y jeIHY
OTpOMHY TpoOHHIly, rzie ce cBe paha, >KMBH HEKO BpeMe,
HEHM30CTaBHO MATH U HEM30EKHO YMHPE.

Axo npuxBatH cede kao y3BumeHo ouhe, ctBopeHO Mo
CIIMIIM ¥ NpUIuLy boxujoj, HaMemeHo 3a BEYHOCT, U OJULYYH Ja
KpeHe 3a XpHCTOM, OHAa je cebu 00e30enno OecCMpTHOCT y
nenponaszHoM Lapcty boxujem. To je unsb mucuje Xpucrose y
OBOM CBETY KO0ja [OYHIHE JaHAIIHUM jeBaHlesbeM.
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SUNDAY AFTER THEOPHANY (MATTHEW 4:12-17)
“"CHRIST BEGINS HIS MISSION"

Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in
Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the
prophet, saying: The land of Zebulun and the land of Nephtali, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles.
The people who set in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has
dawned. From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Our Lord Jesus Christ begins His mission when he heard that John
the Baptist had been put into prison. He waited for John to be His
witness and to prepare people for His Gospel. At the beginning of
His ministry he departs to Galilee of the Gentiles. The term «Galilee
of the Gentiles» indicates that many non-Jewish lived in the region.
Having a mixed population, it was not considered a genuinly Jewish
land. Being unaware of the one and true God, the Gentiles who lived
there, worshiped false gods and idols, and thus remained in
«darkness». He takes up residence in Capernaum, the name of which
means «city of comfort», because the Son of God is born as a human
in order to create His church out of Gentiles. The Church is known
as house of Spirit of Comfort. The Holy Spirit which will descend
on the Apostoles on the day of Pentacost - fifty days after
Ressurection - is known as Comforter. Capenaum was located near
the nortwest corner of the Sea of Galilee, near the borders of Zebulon
and Napthali. That is part of the promised land
which these two Israelite tribes inherited after
being under Egyptian slavery. This move from
Nazareth to Galilee was a fulfillment of the
prophecy fortold by the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 9:1-
2)mentioned in this Gospel. Capernaum was the
place where many of Christ's miracles happened.
Also, at least five of the twelve apostoles were
from Capernaum: brothers James and John,
brothers Andrew and Peter, and Matthew. This
Gospel reveals the main reason why God appeared
to humans. Here we can clearly see that the whole
of humankind «seats in the region and shadow of
death». Being unable to save themselves from
death, humans are becoming slaves of death. That's
the consequence of sin, because sin separates man
from God, and leads to spiritual death. A man who
sits it the darkness can't see anything. For a man
who's not aware of God, there is no light in his life, since he can't see
anything after death. That's a life without hope. That explains why
God is born as a human, dies on the cross, and by his own
resurrection conquers death. The hope of humankind is in the
ressurection of Christ. That's why the God-man Jesus Christ is
mentioned as a «great light» which Gentiles have to see. At the same
time, while revealing Himself as fully God and fully human, Jesus
illumines every human being. In Christ, humans finally have a
perfect example of a human who loves, follows and obeys God.
Comparing themselves with Christ, will enable humans to see their
hearts, souls and their inner beings. That should open their minds to
see that the fallen state of humankind comes as a result of separation
from God. Realising that, we should repent and turn to God. That's
why Christ's ministry starts with a call to repentance. The very first
words He spoke to humans are : «Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand».The kingdom of heaven is present wherever Christ is.
Through repentance we despise and eventually

reject sin and mortality within ourselves. After that, we should
finally be able to follow Christ - not as slaves enslaved by death, but
as liberated beings created in the image and likeness of God and
dedicated for eternity. But most importantly, we learn that separation
from God means lifelong agony in fear of death, and mortality itself.
These fears are not something natural and normal.

Up until the birth of Christ, whole humanity lay as a
prisoner in «the shadow of death». From Christ, we are rediscovering
the true meaning of life in this world. Thanks to Christ, we know that
God created us to have eternal life. His mission in this world is to
help humans to recoup eternity. Everything Christ has done in this
world, was done to secure eternity for humans. The Church was
established for that reason, and provided it with all the necessary
tools for salvation. Every church service, every prayer, every
sacrament, every word......everything has to lead to Christ, and

= through Christ ultimately to God the Father. At the
~ same time, within the Church, man is constantly
reminded about his higher calling. For example, the
Cherubimic Hymn, which we listen to on every
Liturgy, should remind us that a man is higher than
angels and more exalted then cherubims. Of
=1 course, the only right way for a human to accept
= that calling is by his own free will, because Jesus
\ Christ will not force anyone to have eternal life
unwillingly.

Today we have a lot of people who won't

accept Christ, who offers them imortality above all
else. God had come in human flesh to live among
human beings — and He dramatically affected
their lives — yet He was rejected by them. Modern
society makes enormous efforts to root out what is
divine in a man. We can easily say that the modern
world is the killer of eternity in a man. In order to
make man more susceptible as consumers in society, any feeling of
eternity, even any thought about it, must be erased from his mind.
The only reality offered to him through media, culture, science,
schools ..... is this material world. Nevertheless, every man has to
make his or her own choice betwen life with Christ and life without
Christ. The outcome of this choice will depend on each person's own
view of himself as a human being.
A man who accepts himselfs as a material and mortal being, will join
the Gentiles of Galilee in the shadow of darkness. The life he
chooses, is a life without Christ. Without Christ, this world becomes
one massive graveyard, where everything comes to life, lives a
while, suffers, and then without exception, dies.

If a man accepts himself as a higher being, created in the
image and likeness of God, dedicated to eternity, and makes the free
decision to follow Christ, he will secure imortality in the eternal
Kingdom of God. That is the main goal of Christ's mission which
begins with today's gospel.
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